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Bruneian who survived Hiroshima
bombings honoured

YAM Pg Setia Negara Pg (Dr) Hj Mohd Yusuf Pg Hj Abdul Rahim delivers his remarks after
receiving the honorary doctorate from Hiroshima University in a ceremony at the Japan
Embassy building here. Picture: BT/Sally Piri
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A BRUNEIAN man who survived the 1945 atomic bombings in Japan became the first person
from the Sultanate to be conferred with an honorary doctorate from Hiroshima University
yesterday.

The degree was awarded to Yang Amat Mulia Pg Setia Negara Pg (Dr) Hj Mohd Yusuf Pg Hj
Abdul Rahim, who is also a Legislative Council member, for his role in promoting peace and ties
between Japan and Brunei.

On hand to present the award was Hiroshima University Executive Vice-President Tetsuji
Okamoto, DDS PhD, at a ceremony at the Japanese Embassy in Kiarong.

YAM Pg SN Pg (Dr) Hj Mohd Yusuf, who will turn 92 in May, was among three former students
from Southeast Asia who survived atomic bombings in Hiroshima and Nagasaki that forced
Japan to surrender in the Second World War. Two other former students at the university were
earlier bestowed with honorary doctorates — Hasan Rahaya, 91, a former parliamentarian in
Indonesia; and Abdul Razak, 87, who taught Japanese in Malaysia.

During the presentation ceremony,YAM Pg SN Pg (Dr) Hj Mohd Yusuf said: "Today, I consider it
to be another landmark in my life. This conferment is indeed an honour and meaningful to me.

"It has brought back fond memories, yet also unforgettable ones when the atomic bomb was
dropped on Hiroshima. By the grace of Allah (SWT), I was very lucky I survived."

He said that during his short stay in Japan, he learnt much about the country and its culture.

"This was a valuable experience and later helped me to develop good relations between Brunei
and Japan," said YAM Pg SN Pg (Dr) Hj Mohd Yusuf, who is a prominent Bruneian writer under
the pen name Yura Halim.

He has written a book about his experience during the dropping of the atomic bomb, which was
recently relaunched in Tokyo.

During the ceremony, Okamoto said YAM Pg SN Pg (Dr) Hj Mohd Yusuf came to Japan in 1944
to study at Hiroshima University of Arts and Sciences, the predecessor of Hiroshima University,
in April 1945. He said the dropping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima in August of the same year
caused an unprecedented human castastrophe.

"Although the foreign students who survived the bombing had to endure great pain and suffering
beyond our imagination, amid the catastrophe they helped other residents of Hiroshima.

"I would like to take this opportunity to express our sincerest gratitude to His Excellency and the
other students for their noble service. I believe all citizens of Hiroshima join me in expressing
our gratefulness," he said.

He went on to say that upon returning to Brunei, YAM Pg SN Pg (Dr) Hj Mohd Yusuf dedicated
himself to achieving independence and development in the sultanate, as well as promoting
friendship between Japan and Brunei.

"He shares his own experience of the atomic bomb in Hiroshima with many people, in an effort
to promote the peace movement. It is our great pleasure and honour to bestow an honorary
doctorate degree on His Excellency in recognition of these brilliant achievements and his
exceptional contribution to world peace," he added. Hiroshima University, one of the leading
education institutions in the country, comprises 11 faculties, 11 graduate schools and a hospital,



23/4/13 6:45 PM[BT] Bruneian who survived Hiroshima bombings honoured

Page 3 of 3http://www.bt.com.bn/print/335205

as well as many research centres.

Okamoto expressed the hope that YAM Pg SN Pg (Dr) Hj Mohd Yusuf would revisit Hiroshima
University and share his wartime experiences with its current student intake.

Seisuke Shimizu, Charge d'Affaires at the Japanese Embassy, said that for his work in
promoting bilateral relations with Japan after Japan and Brunei, shortly after Brunei's
independence, the government of Japan conferred YAM Pg SN Pg (Dr) Hj Mohd Yusuf with the
First Class Order of the Rising Sun Award in 1985. He has continued to play an important role in
promoting ties between the two countries and served as Brunei's Ambassador to Japan from
2001 to 2002.

"Next year, Japan and Brunei celebrate the 30th anniversary of bilateral relations. Throughout
the year we will be launching a series of events that both reflect this rich 30-year history of
bilateral relations and activate our future," he said, adding: "I hope that the next generation of
our two countries inherits the legacy of Pengiran Yusuf to further broaden and deepen our
already strong relations," Shimizu said.
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