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Preface:  

The year’s Conference aims to address the need for multi-disciplinary approaches in order to 
achieve a truly integrated ASEAN with one heart and one mind and with Japan as a partner. 
The theme is chosen with careful consideration of the very auspicious upcoming events which 
will mark 2017 as a truly momentous year.  This year the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) will celebrate its 50th anniversary since establishment. It also mark the 40th year of the 
establishment of ASEAN Council of Japan Alumni (ASCOJA) following the principle of Fukuda 
Doctrine.   

 

Both ASEAN and Japan roles in the global stage is shifting accordingly to meet global demands 
and challenges. Increasingly, ASEAN and Japan seek a stronger, closer partnership which at its 
core involve the inviolable principles of friendship, mutual trust, mutual respect, understanding 
and strategic cooperation. These core values are held by the people from ASEAN and Japan at 
all levels; from highest echelons of government, business and industry, to the most basic 
people-to-people relationships. 

 

With ASEAN turning 50 years old this year, the need for the realignment of the macro 
socioeconomic environment of the region towards the requirement of a common free market is 
imminent, a united 40th year old ASCOJA can help promote the ideals and objectives of ASEAN 
Economic Community as a unique and large regional group of former students from Japan.  

 

Bringing together regional commitments to ensure equity and opportunities for all, the chosen 
theme hopes to provide a platform of wisdom for stakeholders, both at the regional and 
international levels, to reflect on how shared experiences of Southeast Asia countries and Japan 
can help enhance new paradigms to boost self-understanding, enhance competitiveness, and at 

people to people level building Heart-to-Heart (心と心) relations on the basis of mutual 
confidence and trust.  



 

With the formal and structured collaboration fostered among national governments, it is the 
aim of this conference to address the needs for a multi-disciplinary approach taking into 
account the roles of various stakeholders such as those from non-governmental organisation, 
private sectors and academic community.    

 

Objective: 

The conference hope to bring together thoughts and ideas from the academic community, 
private sectors as well as NGOs such as ASCOJA chapters, on what role they can contribute to 
enrich ASEAN and Japan relations not limiting to areas or experiences on education, culture and 
economic.  

 

 The objectives of the conference are:   

1) To explore potential areas for further collaboration among ASEAN and Japan from 
various stakeholders especially those from the Non-Government Organisation, 
academic community and private sectors. 

2) To share strategic plans from each ASCOJA chapters, on their expected roles in 
enriching ASEAN and Japan relation for the next 10 years.  

3) To consolidate these plans and set the way forward for ASCOJA in the next 10 years. 

 

Presentation:  

The conference invites and welcome each ASCOJA chapters to present their strategic plans for 
the next 5 to 10 years. The plans can touch on areas not limited to contribution to the 
development or enhancement of economy, culture and education.  

 

Each chapters will have 10 minutes to present and the format of the presentation can be 
structured as follows:  

(i) History and background of the association 
(ii) Success stories or projects implemented on: economy, culture and education 
(iii) Strategic views or plan to support ASCOJA with Japan as a partner in areas of 

economy, culture and education for the next 10 years 

 

Conference Outcomes:  

The consolidated ideas will be brought forward by the chief rapporteur of the conference to the 
ASCOJA Governors’ meeting on the 10th September for discussion and adoption during of the 
meeting. Subject to the decision of the ASCOJA Governors, the agreed way forward to be read 
out during the closing dinner of the 23rd ASCOJA Conference 2017.  

 



Request to ASCOJA Chapters:  

(i) For preparation purposes, BAJA will be calling for the final presentation content 
(slides or strategic plan or reports) to be submitted a week before the presentation 
to consolidate and align ideas and thoughts in advance.  

(ii) Appointment of ONE representative from each ASCOJA Chapter to rapporteur team 
to give inputs during the consolidation of plans and way forward.   


