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MESSAGE OF HIS MAJESTY SULTAN HAJI HASSANAL BOLKIAH 
MU’IZZADDIN WADDAULAH, 

SULTAN AND YANG DI-PERTUAN OF BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

I have great pleasure in extending my warmest congratulations to the ASEAN Council of Japan 
Alumni (ASCOJA) for hosting the 23rd ASCOJA Conference in Brunei Darussalam and in celebrating 
its 40th year of establishment. 

This year marks a historical milestone for ASEAN as it commemorates a decision made 50 years 
ago by the member states to establish the Association of Southeast Asian Nations; that desires to 
establish a firm foundation for common action to promote regional cooperation in South-East Asia in 
the spirit of equality and partnership and thereby contribute towards peace, progress and prosperity 
in the region.

Today, ASEAN has continued to provide a platform for cooperation and interaction between 
governments and peoples in the region as well as for ASEAN region to engage with the wider world. 
This remarkable achievement is a result of strong collaborations, communication and understanding 
among ASEAN member states and which is also strengthened by the continuous support from 
partners in near regions. During the years of ASEAN’s development, Japan has always been our 
close partner. In particular, Brunei Darussalam and Japan have had a good long standing relationship 
especially in the field of energy, and in recent years bilateral relations have also been strengthened 
in other fields, including education and youth exchange.

I am pleased to note that the spirit of ASEAN goes beyond formal governmental ties extending 
to non-governmental organizations such as ASCOJA, thereby providing a greater opportunity for 
Brunei Darussalam as well as other ASEAN member states to enhance their relations further with 
Japan. We greatly appreciate the enduring friendship and cooperation enjoyed by ASEAN and Japan 
and I look forward to more opportunities to strengthen these important ties in the future.

I wish the conference a success and I welcome all of you to Brunei Darussalam.
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I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations on the convening of the 23rd Conference of the ASCOJA, held 
for the first time in Brunei, in this memorable year in which ASEAN marks the 50th year since its foundation and 
ASCOJA celebrates the 40th anniversary of its establishment. In addition, I am pleased to join in celebrating the 
Golden Jubilee of His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of 
Negara Brunei Darussalam.

Since its foundation in 1977, ASCOJA, as one of the core associations for ASEAN development, has been helping 
to nurture talented human resources who connect Japan and ASEAN. I have sincere respect for the wonderful 
friendships that you have cultivated during your study in Japan and the activities you have pursued focusing on 
human development, which is the key to Asia’s future.

It has been 40 years since the late former Prime Minister Takeo Fukuda emphasized the importance of “heart to heart 
contact”. During this period, so many exchange programs have been realized to promote mutual understanding and 
mutual trust between Japan and ASEAN at the public level, and we have achieved great results. 

I believe that with a relationship of “heart-to-heart contact” people can overcome the political and cultural differences 
and walk hand in hand together. I have confidence that such a relationship has already been established between 
Japan and ASEAN through these 40 years of exchanges. I would like to continue to help forge an even more 
unwavering bond between Japan and ASEAN countries through various exchange programs. With this aim in mind, 
in June this year I announced that we would provide opportunities for Asian high school students studying Japanese 
to live in Japan for ten months. This will be on a scale of 1,000 students over the next five years.

I am very grateful that the people of Japan and ASEAN, as true friends, will continue to develop even closer ties 
through the bonds of heart-to-heart contact and continue to walk together for the development of Asia, and ASCOJA 
continues to be the biggest driving force for this endeavor. Brunei Darussalam is a country with warm people and 
beautiful nature. I close my congratulatory message by wishing that ASCOJA will benefit from fruitful discussions 
at today’s conference in Brunei Darussalam and draw a vision towards the 50th and 100th anniversary, marking 
today’s conference as a new start, and will act as a firm bridge of friendship between Japan and ASEAN countries.

Shinzo Abe
Prime Minister of Japan

Message from
Prime Minister, Japan
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I would like to extend my congratulations on the occasion of the Conference of ASCOJA, being held for the first time 
in Brunei, in this memorable year in which ASCOJA celebrates the 40th anniversary of its establishment in 1977 and 
ASEAN marks the 50th year since its foundation. I would also like to join Brunei in celebrating the Golden Jubilee 
of His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Negara Brunei 
Darussalam.

I wish to pay my respects to all those concerned for their devotion to the conference, including members of BAJA, 
which is playing a central role as the host of the conference.

Successive Foreign Ministers of Japan have realized through their visits to the ASEAN countries that this region has 
been developing dynamically and has experienced the energy of young people as the source of this development. 
I thank ASCOJA, as one of the core associations of ASEAN, for supporting this development while cultivating 
exceptional young people who will lead the future, and for promoting Japanese culture and language as well as 
supporting the activities of Japanese companies in each country.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs hopes that ASCOJA will continue play an active role in enhancing mutual understanding 
and friendship between Japan and ASEAN. I hope that the ASCOJA Conference in Brunei will mark a wonderful start 
to the further development of ASEAN.

Finally, I would like to express my sincere appreciation once again to members of ASCOJA for all their hard work 
and extend my best wishes for the success of the conference.

Taro Kono
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Japan

Message from
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Japan
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The Ministry of Education, Brunei Darussalam would like to congratulate The ASEAN Council of Japan Alumni 
(ASCOJA) for hosting the 23rd ASCOJA Conference in Brunei Darussalam.

This year the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) will celebrate its 50th anniversary since establishment. 
The year 2017 also holds a special significance for Brunei Darussalam as we will be celebrating the 50th anniversary 
since His Majesty the Sultan of Brunei Darussalam has ascended the throne. It also marks the 40th year establishment 
of ASCOJA following the principle of Fukuda Doctrine.

With Brunei Darussalam as the Chair and host, I wish to acknowledge the Brunei Association of Japan Alumni 
(BAJA) for staging this event. Your efforts in preparing this event are highly instrumental to its success. 

The theme of this year conference “Enriching ASEAN-Japan Relations through Culture, Education and Economy” 
is timely and particularly significant as ASEAN considers the best ways to succeed in the global socio-economy of 
the 21st century.  I hope that all participants will have a meaningful and remarkable ASCOJA Conference in Brunei 
Darussalam. I wish everyone fruitful discussions for mutually beneficial partnership, and of course, I wish our 
ASEAN, Japan and ASCOJA members and friends, a pleasant stay in Brunei Darussalam.  

Thank you.

Yang Berhormat Pehin Orang Kaya Indera Pahlawan 
Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji Suyoi bin Haji Osman

Minister of Education
Brunei Darussalam

Message from
Minister of Education, Brunei Darussalam
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I am very pleased that this 23rd ASEAN Council of Japan Alumni Conference is being held in this landmark year 
commemorating the 50th anniversary of the founding of ASEAN and the 40th anniversary of the establishment of 
ASCOJA.

International student exchanges are a bedrock supporting ASEAN-Japan relations into the future. Promoting the 
creation of human networks in our countries and mutual understanding among young people, these student 
exchanges not only deepens the friendly relations between ASEAN and Japan but also carry great significance for 
fostering human resources who will play active roles in the world in the future. 

With the quickening pace of globalization, transnational human exchanges are becoming increasingly active and 
important. Under this situation, we are very appreciative that many ASEAN students have chosen to come to Japan 
for their overseas study.

Japan has its most active human exchanges with the ASEAN region, and in recent years, the numbers of overseas 
students from ASEAN have been increasing. As of May 2016, 239,287 international students were studying in Japan, 
and among them, 71,457 came from ASEAN countries, the largest number to date. I believe this is the result of the 
very deep ties between the ASEAN countries and Japan that have been developed ever since the Japanese Ministry 
of Education established Japan’s system for supporting international students in 1901. 

MEXT is committed to promoting further student exchanges with the ASEAN nations through our financial assistance, 
including scholarships, promotion of exchanges with local community residents during students’ stay in Japan and 
improvement of their living and study environment, and support for finding employment after the study in Japan.

In 2013, MEXT prioritized the ASEAN region as one of the most important for receiving overseas students. In fiscal 
2014, MEXT also assigned a coordinator for international students in Yangon, Myanmar, in order to facilitate the 
acceptance of promising young people who will become the bridges between the ASEAN countries and Japan as 
future leaders. In addition, in 2017, the Japan Student Services Organization established its fifth overseas office in 
Hanoi, Vietnam, to enhance the dissemination of information to students from ASEAN countries wishing to study 
in Japan. 

ASCOJA is making great contributions for the promotion of student exchanges between Japan and the ASEAN 
countries, including networking the various alumni associations in ASEAN countries and cooperating for the holding 
of study-in-Japan fairs throughout the region, and we at MEXT are very appreciative of your efforts. 

Message from
Minister of Education, Science,
Technology and Sports (MEXT), Japan
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I firmly believe that, with ASCOJA’s continued cooperation, the efforts by ASEAN and Japan to actively promote 
overseas student exchanges, carry out exchanges across many fields, and further solidify the friendly relations 
between us will greatly contribute to the development of ASEAN-Japan relations.

Finally, I would like to express my highest regards to the Brunei Association of Japan Alumni (BAJA), which is in its 
31st year since its founding in 1986, for their efforts in holding this year’s ASCOJA Conference, and to wish all of 
you success in your current and future activities. 

Yoshimasa Hayashi
Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Japan
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It is a great honor for the Brunei Association of Japan Alumni (BAJA) to receive the Chairmanship of the 
ASEAN Council of Japan Alumni (ASCOJA) and to host the 23rd ASCOJA Conference in 2017. 

The year 2017 marks a historical milestone for Brunei as this is the first time that BAJA is chairing the ASCOJA 
conference and the conference being held in Brunei Darussalam. The Conference this year is extra special as ASCOJA 
is turning 40 years since establishment in the year 1977. The year 2017 also coincides with ASEAN celebrating its 
50th year of establishment and nationally in Brunei Darussalam, we are celebrating the Golden Jubilee of His 
Majesty the Sultan of Brunei ascension to the throne. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our partners; the Ministry of Education and the Embassy of Japan in 
Brunei Darussalam for the support provided in hosting the conference. I would also like to acknowledge the Japan 
Foundation, ASCOJA Chapters as well as company sponsors for the contribution and generosity in making this 
conference a reality.   

A special thanks to the organizing committee members, “senpai”, volunteers for your hard work and dedication in 
making the conference a success. 

The theme of this year conference is: “Enriching ASEAN-Japan Relations through Culture, Education and 
Economy”. This year’s conference aims to address the need for multi-disciplinary approaches in order to achieve 
a truly integrated ASEAN with one heart and one mind and with Japan as a partner focusing on the roles of non-
governmental organization (NGO). It is the hope of the conference to provide the platform for ASCOJA to draw up 
a strategic agreement among ASCOJA Chapters for the next 10 years leading to the Golden Jubilee of ASCOJA.  

A walkathon to commemorate ASCOJA 40 and ASEAN 50, will be organized at “Bandarku Ceria” (My Happy City) at 
the heart of the capital of Brunei, Bandar Seri Begawan. It is hoped that the walkathon will further strengthen the 
bonds among ASCOJA members and to promote healthy living to everyone. 

I wish all of you a pleasant and memorable stay in Brunei Darussalam. 

Dr. Chin Wei Keh
Chairman of ASCOJA & 

President of BAJA

Message from
Chairman of ASCOJA & President of BAJA
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Let me extend my heartiest congratulations for the convening of this 23rd ASCOJA Conference. It is the first ASCOJA 
meeting held in Brunei, in this very memorable year. Brunei celebrates this year the Golden Jubilee of His Majesty 
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Negara Brunei Darussalam.  
Also, ASEAN marks the 50th year of its foundation with so many brilliant achievements.

ASCOJA itself celebrates the 40th anniversary this year. It has contributed to heartfelt, mutually trusting relations 
between Japan and ASEAN, while fostering human resources who can contribute so meaningfully to progress in 
ASEAN, Japan and the world at large. I would like to pay my profound respect for the activities all of you have 
pursued over these decades.

This year also marks the 40th anniversary of the Fukuda Doctrine, in which my late father, former Prime Minister 
Takeo Fukuda, expressed Japan’s resolute determination to build “heart-to-heart” relations with the ASEAN countries 
and beyond. The endeavor to embody this spirit of “heart-to-heart” relations actually led to the establishment of 
ASCOJA.

I have repeatedly stated that no other regional association of former foreign students in Japan is more unique than 
ASCOJA.  This association, indeed, has been fostering much needed human resources through studies in Japan and 
promoting regional friendship as well as with Japan. There is no other association that can parallel ASCOJA.

Of course, the expertise required in each nation has changed over the passage of 40 years. Fortunately, Japan has 
a capacity and environment to meet these changing and diversifying needs. I hope very much that study programs 
in Japan will continue to be fully utilized for the further progress in your respective country, in ASEAN and in Asia 
as a whole.

The 40th anniversary of ASCOJA is indeed remarkable but it means, to me, merely a passing point. I know that 
Japan and ASEAN will continue to co-exist and prosper as equal partners for decades to come. I will be most gratified 
if all of you, the well-established friends of Japan, will continue to support our endeavors to further reinforce the 
positive relationship between Japan and ASEAN. On our part, needless to mention, Japan will continue to support 
and cooperate very positively to the activities of ASCOJA through ASJA International.

Let me conclude this congratulatory message by expressing my best wishes for the further progress of ASCOJA and 
my deepest gratitude for BAJA’s devoted efforts to host this year’s conference.

August 2017
Yasuo Fukuda

Former Prime Minister of Japan

Message from
Former Prime Minister of Japan
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The 23rd ASCOJA conference has significant meaning with respect to ASEAN and Japan, Brunei and ASEAN, and 
Japan and Brunei.  This year, ASEAN marks the 50th year since its foundation, while ASCOJA celebrates its 40th 
anniversary. Fukuda doctrine was born 40 years ago.  Brunei, which is the ASEAN coordinator for Japan, celebrates 
the Golden Jubilee of His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan 
of Negara Brunei Darussalam this year.  During this occasion, the Brunei Association of Japan Alumni (BAJA) will 
host the 23rd ASCOJA conference.  I am delighted to be a part of the conference and to work together with BAJA 
members to make this event successful.

Although it is steadily growing, BAJA is a comparatively small alumni association due to the relatively small number 
of Bruneian students in Japan.  Hosting the ASCOJA Conference is certainly a good opportunity for BAJA to develop 
their operational capability and to strengthen existing ties.  It was fortunate for them to be able to chair the 
conference on the year of Golden Jubilee, which would add one more example that Brunei is growing as an ASEAN 
hub, which fulfills one of the national goals of becoming a regonal hub in various aspects.  I am confident that 
BAJA will lead the discussions among ASEAN participants to re-discover the diversity of ASEAN Countries, reaffirm 
solidarity of ASEAN countries, and re-recognise their common ground, namely the bonds with Japan.  

Japan and ASEAN countries have been fostering their relationship through various channels, and people to exchange 
is one significant example.  Then Prime Minister Takeo Fukuda used the expression “heart-to-heart understanding” 
in his speech delivered in the Philippines in 1977, which was later called “the Fukuda Doctrine”.  He stressed the 
importance of understanding each other from the heart, because he thought that our relationship should not 
be built solely on economic benefits.  The Japan alumni who gather in Brunei exemplify the idea of the Fukuda 
Doctrine; they came to understand the value of building up the relationship through communicating eachother with 
warm hear while their stay in Japan,t and are committed to work for the strengthening of regional solidarity and 
the development of an enduring cooperative relationship between Japan and the ASEAN countries.  It is, therefore, 
encouraging to see the growth of ASCOJA and Japan will do our best to support ASCOJA activities. I hope the 
lively and insightful exchanges among the participants facilitate “heart-to-heart” understanding between Japan and 
ASEAN countries.

His Excellency Motohiko Kato
Ambassador of Japan to Brunei Darussalam

Message from
Ambassador of Japan to Brunei Darussalam
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I would like to express my wholehearted congratulations on the opening of the 23rd Conference of ASEAN Council 
of Japan Alumni (ASCOJA).

With the aim of “Enriching ASEAN-Japan Relations,” the Japan Foundation has been working closely with ASCOJA 
members in each ASEAN country, and I would like to pay my respect to members those who have worked over the 
years to strengthen our long and valuable relationship. 

Since the Japan Foundation established “Asia Center” in 2014 to connect people, expand networks, and develop 
cultural programs across Asia, it has been carrying out various kinds of mutual exchange programs and cooperative 
work among the people in Asia, especially in Southeast Asian countries. Through our activities, we are committed 
to two-way exchanges that are aimed at not only introducing our culture overseas but also giving attention to their 
cultures and creating new values through collaborative efforts and cooperation of human resource development 
with partner countries. It is needless to say that continuous support from ASCOJA members, who have been the 
irreplaceable bridge between ASEAN and Japan, is essential to realize this idea. 

Taking this opportunity, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all the members of Brunei Association of 
Japan Alumni (BAJA) for their tireless efforts in preparation for holding this conference. 

I wish the 23rd Conference of ASCOJA great success.

Mr. Hiroyaso Ando
President of Japan Foundation, Tokyo

Message from
President of Japan Foundation, Tokyo
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On behalf of the Japan alumni of Cambodia (JAC), I am taking this great opportunity to sincerely congratulate 
Brunei Association of Japan Alumni (BAJA), committee members and all BAJA’s members for working tirelessly with 
strong commitment to realize this memorable 23rd ASCOJA Conference 2017 in the wonderful city of Bandar Seri 
Begawan, the capital of Brunei. 

Members of ASCOJA family are playing leadership roles in every sector in our own respective country. I truly believe 
that this conference will act as a platform for all the Japanese University graduates in ASEAN to build up stronger 
networks, exchange ideas, build business connections, academic relations and personal connection, and to promote 
cultural understanding. Our strong network will create impact to our own society as well as for the region as we 
are endeavoring to prosper and grow together with peace and harmony.  Cambodia has never hosted any ASCOJA 
Conference, this conference will be very important for JAC to observe and learn in our preparation towards the 
hosting of the next ASCOJA Conference in the Kingdom of Cambodia. 

I would like to once again express appreciation to Dr. Chin, the president of BAJA as well as BAJA team for their 
great efforts, time and energy in planning, preparing, and hosting this very enjoyable and memorable event for all 
ASCOJA chapters in this beautiful country. 

Lastly, I wish BAJA and all colleagues a successful and fruitful 23rd ASCOJA Conference. And I am sure that all 
participants from each chapter will enjoy Brunei and come back home with sweet memories of friendship and 
achievement. 

Dr. Vuthy Monyrath 
President of Japan Alumni of Cambodia (JAC)

Message from
President of Japan Alumni of Cambodia (JAC)
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On behalf of the Association of Indonesian Alumni from Japan (PERSADA), I take pleasure in expressing my 
heartfelt congratulations to the Brunei Association of Japan Alumni (BAJA) for hosting the 23nd ASCOJA conference 
in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei from 8 to 9 September 2017.

ASCOJA Conference has finally come to BAJA 33 years after BAJA joined ASCOJA in 1984, and 32 years after BAJA’s 
first participation at the sixth ASCOJA Conference in Singapore in July 1985.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my highest appreciation to BAJA and the organizing committee 
for their efforts in organizing the event. I hope that through this event BAJA will become more involved in future 
ASCOJA activities. 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of ASCOJA and the 50th anniversary of ASEAN. It is a very special occasion 
that should be celebrated by all ASCOJA members. I sincerely hope that the 23rd ASCOJA Conference will provide 
effective means to further cooperation not only between ASEAN and Japan but also among ASEAN countries.

I wish the 23rd ASCOJA Conference a great success. 

Rachmat Gobel
President of PERSADA

Message from
President of Association of Indonesian

Alumni from Japan (PERSADA)
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On behalf of all members of JAOL, I would like to convey this congratulatory message to the President: Dr. Chin Wei 
Keh, the Executive Committee and all members of the Brunei Association of Japan Alumni (BAJA) for your hard and 
excellent work to host the 23rd ASCOJA Conference 2017.

Regarding the theme for this year “Enriching ASEAN-Japan Relations through Culture, Education and Economy”, I 
fully agreed that it comes at the right time as it is providing the platform for sharing experience, lesson learned, 
discussion, further cooperation among ASCOJA and Japan to support and accelerate the integration activities for 
AEC of ASEAN.

With the chairmanship of BAJA and the active contribution of other ASCOJA chapters, I firmly believe that the 23rd 
ASCOJA Conference will produce fruitful outcome for all stakeholders.

I also would like to take this opportunity to extend the wishful message to other ASCOJA’s members and looking 
forward to meeting all of you in Brunei. 

Panya CHANTHAVONG
President of Japan Alumni of Laos (JAOL)

Message from
President of Japan Alumni of Laos (JAOL)
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On behalf of the Executive Committee and all the JAGAM members, I would like to express my sincere appreciation 
and gratitude to BAJA for hosting the 23rd ASCOJA Conference in Brunei. I am glad to see BAJA under the 
chairmanship of President Dr. Chin Wei Keh take up the challenges of hosting the 23rd ASCOJA Conference. I 
certainly understand this is not an easy task in terms of finance and manpower, especially for a new member in the 
ASCOJA family. Nevertheless, with the ASCOJA spirit we are able to help one another make this event a success.

BAJA has adopted “Enriching ASEAN-Japan Relations through Culture, Education and Economy” as the theme of this 
year’s Conference; I think this is very relevant and especially meaningful as we are celebrating the 60th Anniversary 
of the Establishment of Malaysia-Japan Diplomatic Relations this year. Today Japan remains ASEAN’s third largest 
trading partner and the second largest source of foreign direct investment inflows. Therefore, it is very important 
and timely for BAJA to select this theme for the 23rd ASCOJA conference.

I would also like to thank BAJA for hosting the ASCOJA event in Brunei. Brunei is a country in close proximity 
to Malaysia; yet for many of us this will be our first time visiting this beautiful country. I would like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate BAJA for hosting this event. I believe ASCOJA can play a major role, particularly among 
our member countries, in creating greater awareness of these initiatives and contributing substantially to the 
success of ASEAN and Japan.

Lastly, I wish to convey my heartfelt gratitude to the Organizing Committee and all the members of BAJA for their 
efficient arrangements and warm hospitality. I am looking forward to this memorable event. 

Dr. Ooi Chee Keong
ASJA Chairman

JAGAM President Representative

Message from
Japan Graduates’ Association of Malaysia (JAGAM)
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On behalf of MAJA, Myanmar Association of Japan Alumni, I would like to convey my heartiest Congratulations, 
on this auspicious occasion of the 40th Anniversary of ASCOJA and the 50th Anniversary of ASEAN Establishment.

I would also like to take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt congratulations to Brunei Darussalam as it will be 
celebrating the 50th Anniversary of His majesty the Sultan of Brunei Darussalam ascended the  throne.

It is with my great pleasure that this auspicious and significant year BAJA, Brunei Association of Japan Alumni would 
be hosting this 23rd ASCOJA Conference.

I believe that through this conference “Enriching  ASEAN - JAPAN Relations through Culture, Education and 
Economy”, we will gain fruitful discussions and promote  prosperity , and friendship in ASEAN and close co operation  
with Japan.

The theme is very challenging and interesting. It will surely provide us a lot of knowledge and discussions to be 
shared among us.

I hope that through this conference we will as ASCOJA members have the opportunity to promote better understanding 
and fruitfulness, peace and harmony among us. Additionally, we will hope this will bring closer ties among us and 
with Japan in the field of Culture, Education and Economy.

I would like to express our sincere appreciation and congratulate Dr. Chin and the organizing committee members 
for their hard work and efforts to hold the 23rd  ASCOJA Conference in Brunei. 

We look forward to a very fruitful and successful conference. I on behalf of MAJA wish you  a great success.

Si Si Shein
President

Myanmar Association of Japan Alumni

Message from
President of Myanmar Association of Japan Alumni (MAJA)
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As a newly installed President of PHILFEJA (Philippine Federation of Japanese Alumni), it is my pleasure and honor 
to extend my warmest greetings to BAJA (Brunei Association of Japan Alumni) for hosting the 23rd ASCOJA (ASEAN 
Council of Japan Alumni) Conference 2017 in Brunei.

The Brunei Assembly for 10 ASEAN countries is a wonderful opportunity to reconnect the alumni of Japan and 
to actively participate in an ASCOJA conference that promotes better understanding of Culture, Education, and 
Economy for Regional Harmony, Friendship and Worldwide Peace.

In today’s virtual enviro-culture, it is worth the investment to interact face to face with scholars and people sharing 
the same roots and heritage - those who studied, lived and worked in Japan, and to encourage each other by 
sharing thoughts, insights, vision, and direction for their respective nation building and for faster ASEAN integration.

Brunei with its rich Muslim culture and history is a perfect venue for the 2017 ASCOJA conference. Many of us will 
have its first time encounter with the way of life of our Muslim brothers and sisters. This is for better appreciation 
of diversity, thus this will help us bond together.

Let us unite our spirit and strengthen our friendship here in Brunei!

DANILO Bv. TUAZON, PhD., LittD.
President, PHILFEJA (2017-2018)

Keio University, Mita, Tokyo Japan (1993)
Forensic Neuropsychologist

Message from
President of Philippine Federation for

Japan Alumni (PHILFEJA)
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JUGAS would like to thank President Dr Chin Wei Keh and his team at BAJA for organising the 23nd edition of the 
ASCOJA Conference. 

2017 marks a major milestone for ASCOJA as we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the formation of ASCOJA. 
ASCOJA has come a long way since the humble beginning in 1977 with the original 5 member chapters. It has 
since grown to include the alumni associations representing all 10 member states of ASEAN with everyone sharing 
a strong bond through our common experience of living in Japan. The close friendship within ASCOJA over the past 
40 years is part of the warm people-to-people ties that serves as the foundation for strong diplomatic relationships 
within ASEAN and with Japan. Indeed, ASCOJA embodies the true ASEAN spirit of mutual respect, cooperation and 
harmony. 

JUGAS is honoured to join our friends from ASEAN and Japan at this ASCOJA Conference under the theme of 
“Enriching ASEAN-Japan Relations through Culture, Education and Economy”. We hope to engage in lively debates 
and frank dialogues with fellow delegates that will allow us to map out a future of ever closer ties between our 
countries.

I look forward to meeting everyone soon in Brunei and wish BAJA ever success in your future endeavours.

Yee Jenn En
President

Japanese University Graduates Association of Singapore (JUGAS)

Message from
President of Japanese University
Graduates Association of Singapore (JUGAS)
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We at OJSAT are very pleased and honored that in the year 2017 which marks the 50th anniversary of ASEAN and 
also the 40th anniversary of ASCOJA, we all are gathering in Brunei Darussalam for the 23rd ASCOJA Conference. 
This year again, ASEAN’s Japan Alumni members will share knowledge and experience we gained while studying 
or training in Japan. We hope that the theme of the 23rd ASCOJA Conference which is “Enriching ASEAN-Japan 
Relations through Culture, Education and Economy” will lead our way to full cooperation between Japan Alumni 
in ASEAN countries and Japan in near future. Let’s take this opportunity to share what each Alumni has been 
contributing to ASCOJA and Japan during these 40 years, and what the plans for the coming decade are, in order 
to make a significant contribution to  ASCOJA and Japan in the future.

As for OJSAT, with the 65 years of establishment, we have been engaging in the operation of our Japanese Language 
School which has history of 53 years. Our students from high schools continue their study either in Thailand or 
Japan, some are office workers who are using Japanese language at work. We belief that we have rich experience 
in Japanese Language Education to share with fellow Alumni and are very pleased to do so. 

We sincerely hope that our experience in Education field, together with other fields would benefit us all as chapters 
of ASCOJA and our counterpart in Japan. 

We wish for the great success of the 23rd ASCOJA Conference, and the prosperity of ASCOJA and ASEAN.

Miss Bhusdee Navavichit
President

Old Japan Students’ Association, Kingdom of Thailand (OJSAT)

Message from
President of Old Japan Students’ Association

Kingdom of Thailand (OJSAT)
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On behalf of the Executive Committee and all the members of Japan Alumni of Vietnam (JAV), I would like to 
congratulate all the ASCOJA chapters, especially BAJA and ASCOJA Secretariat 2017, for the highly successful 
organization of this 23th ASCOJA Conference in Brunei - a beautiful country of our ASEAN community. 

All chapters of ASCOJA unite people of different ages and occupations. We are of different generations, studying in 
Japan in different periods and different conditions, with various purposes and expectations. However, despite our 
different backgrounds, there is still a strong connection between us as we share the same ASEAN house and the 
experience in Japan. 

Studying abroad brings about many meaningful things. In particular, studying in Japan - a beautiful and developed 
country with an attractive culture and very kind people- brings us not only useful knowledge and skills but also 
many unforgettable memories. I am sure that all of us had a very nice time there and no one would refuse the 
chance to visit Japan again, whether it is for business or leisure, because this country has become an important 
part of our life. That is the reason why the establishment of ASCOJA is very meaningful to us, because it brings us 
the opportunity to meet each other as well as to work with many Japanese organizations and Japanese people. 
That is also the reason why I would like to express our deepest gratitude to all the Sempai generation of ASCOJA 
chapters as well as to different organizations of Japan and ASEAN countries which have always been helping us in 
our activities.

Solidarity between nations in the world is always important. Recently, the relationship between ASEAN countries 
and between ASEAN and Japan has become closer, friendlier and more consolidated, yet it still requires further 
enhancement. In that situation, Alumni Associations to Japan in particular and ASCOJA in general play an important 
role. We expect, hope and believe that ASCOJA will develop through more practical activities. To reach that target, 
the Japan Alumni of Vietnam (JAV) will also try our best to work efficiently alongside friends from ASEAN countries 
and Japan.

Ngo Minh Thuy 
ASCOJA Governer

Message from
President of Japan Alumni of Vietnam (JAV)



26

On behalf of the ASJA Chairman, I would like to express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to BAJA for hosting 
the 23rd Conference of the ASEAN Council of Japan Alumni (ASCOJA) in Brunei.

The theme for this year’s conference, “Enriching ASEAN-Japan Relations through Culture, Education and Economy” 
is not only timely, but is an indicator that this relationship extends beyond just economic ties. I believe ASCOJA can 
play a major role, particularly among our youth, in creating greater awareness of these initiatives and contributing 
substantially to their success. Today, Japan remains as ASEAN’s third largest trading  partner and the second largest 
source of foreign direct investment inflows. Over the last five years, the average annual Japanese investments 
in ASEAN were valued at US$15.3 billion. The two-way trade between ASEAN and Japan in 2014 was recoded at 
US$229 billion. These numbers are likely to increase substantially with the implementation of the ASEAN Economic 
Community initiative this year.  The future looks very promising for the ASEAN-Japan relationship. Let’s take this 
opportunity to learn from one another as much as possible. 

Lastly, I would like to express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to BAJA for hosting the 23rd ASCOJA Conference 
in Brunei. I am glad to see BAJA under the chairmanship of President Dr. Chin Wei Keh take up the challenges 
of hosting the 23rd ASCOJA Conference. I certainly understand this is not an easy task in terms of finance and 
manpower, especially for a new member in the ASCOJA family. I wish to convey my heartfelt gratitude to the 
Organizing Committee and all the members of BAJA for their efficient arrangements and warm hospitality. I am 
looking forward to this memorable event. 

Dr. Ooi Chee Keong
ASJA Chairman

Message from
Chairman of Asia Japan Alumni (ASJA) International
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It is a great pleasure and honour for me to congratulate on the holding of the 23rd ASCOJA Conference on this very 
auspicious year commemorating the 40th Anniversary of the establishment of ASCOJA and the 50th Anniversary of the 
formation of ASEAN as well as the 50th Anniversary of the ascention to the throne of His Majesty the Sultan of Brunei 
Darussalam.

As Director for Japan of ASJA International, I would like to express my sincere appreciation for BAJA for hosting this 
momentous conference and for its well-conceived and timely theme « Enriching ASEAN-Japan Relations through Culture, 
Education and Economy ». As for the symposium jointly organized by ASCOJA and ASJA International, the subject of « 
Tapping into the Halal Market » is quite innovative since ASEAN seems to be a region of huge halal potential.

The 23rd Conference is held at a crucially important time for ASEAN and Japan in the context of rapidly changing 
economic and geo-political environment in the Asia-Pacific region. Through its efforts in the past half century, ASEAN has 
grown into a highly influential community on the basis of sustainable growth and unity in diversity. While its continuous 
efforts are truly commended, cooperation between ASEAN and Japan is more important than ever to consolidate further 
development and to contribute to peace and stability in the region. In this context, I would like to express my heartfelt 
gratitude for the presence of former Prime Minister of Japan H.E. Yasuo Fukuda at this Conference. Son of the late PM 
Takeo Fukuda known for his resounding message of «Heart to Heart relations», H.E. Yasuo Fukuda has continuously 
supported our endeavours with affection and enthuciasm for ASEAN.

At the threshold of the next half century, let us renew our determination to work together hand in hand, heart to heart, 
to construct  a more prosperous and more peaceful Asia. Let us work together for the success of the Conference which 
bears importance for our future.

Gotaro Ogawa
Director for Japan, ASJA International

Message from
Director of Japan, ASJA International
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PROGRAMME

Time Event

Day 1, Friday 8th Sept 2017

Morning
9.00 am to 6.00 pm

Arrival of participants and registration
Registration of participants

[Venue: Secretariat Room, Level 7, Centrepoint Hotel]

Afternoon
2:00 pm to 3.30pm

ASCOJA Governor’s meeting
[Venue: Purple Jade Level 6, Centrepoint Hotel]

[Attire: Smart Casual]

Day 2, Saturday 9th Sept 2017

Morning

23rd ASCOJA Conference: Enriching ASEAN-Japan Relations through
Culture, Education and Economy

[Venue: Goldstone Ballroom, Level 7, Centrepoint Hotel]
[Attire: Business]

8:00 am Registration of participants 

8:30 am ASCOJA Conference Opening Ceremony
• Arrival of Special Guest:

* YB Pehin Orang Kaya Indera Pahlawan Dato Seri Setia Awang
Haji Suyoi bin Haji Osman,
Minister of Education, Brunei Darussalam

* H.E. Mr. Fukuda Yasuo,
Former Prime Minister of Japan

• Recital of Doa
• Welcome Remarks by BAJA President cum ASCOJA Chairman
• Message from HE Former Prime Minister of Japan
• Message from HE Parliamentary Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs, Japan
• Message from HE Minister of Education Brunei Darussalam

9:15 am Photo session (Group, VVIP, VIP, ASCOJA Chapters, etc) (On Stage)

9:45 am Coffee break [Venue: Green Quartz Multipurpose Hall, Level 7]

10:15 am Panel Presentation 
Moderator: Dr Paryono, SEAMEO VOCHTECH

12:30 pm Lunch
Special Lunch with HE Former PM of Japan (by invitation only)
[Venue: Red Jade Room, Level 7, Centrepoint Hotel]
Conference and Symposium participants
Buffet Lunch
[Venue: Green Quartz Multipurpose Hall, Level 7, Centrepoint Hotel]

Evening Dinner Hosted by Embassy of Japan at Empire Hotel & Country Club

7:30 pm • Speech by HE Ambassador of Japan
• Speech by HE Former Prime Minister of Japan
• Speech by HE Minister of Education Brunei Darussalam
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Time Event

Day 3, Sunday 10th Sept 2017

Morning “Bandarku Ceria” (My Happy City) Walkathon in conjuction of 40th

Anniversary of ASCOJA and 50th Anniversary of ASEAN Establishment.

6:30 am Depart to Taman Haji Sir Muda Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien, Bandar Seri Begawan

7:00 am Warming up exercise

7:30 am Walkathon

9:30 am End

10:30 .m Short tour

Lunch
11.30 am to 12.30 pm Radisson Hotel, BSB

Morning Optional Golf at Empire Hotel & Country Club

Afternoon

2.00 pm ASCOJA Council’s meeting and consolidation of way forward

4:00 pm to 5.00 pm ASJA Directors meeting
[Venue: Purple Jade Level 6, Centrepoint Hotel]

Evening
Farewell and Closing Dinner

[Venue: Serambi Suluh, Brunei Art & Handicraft Training Centre, BSB]
[Attire: National Dress / Lounge Suit]

7:30 pm • Arrival of Guest of Honour
Minister of Education, Brunei Darussalam

• Recital of Doa
• Closing Remarks ASCOJA Chairman
• Dinner and Performances
• Handover Ceremony of ASCOJA Chairmanship and remarks of next ASCOJA Chairman
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Location  

Address :

Centrepoint  Hotel,

Abdul Razak Complex 
Gadong BE3519 

Bandar Seri Begawan 
Negara Brunei Darussalam

Telephone: (+673) 2430430

Fax: (+673) 2430200

Email  :   info@thecentrepointhotel.com

Website  :  http://www.thecentrepointhotel.com

Map
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23RD ASCOJA CONFERENCE: “ENRICHING ASEAN-
JAPAN RELATIONS THROUGH CULTURE, EDUCATION 

AND ECONOMY”

8th to 10th September 2017
Bandar Seri Begawan

Negara Brunei Darussalam

Preface: 
The year’s Conference aims to address the need for multi-disciplinary approaches in order to achieve a 
truly integrated ASEAN with one heart and one mind and with Japan as a partner. The theme is chosen 
with careful consideration of the very auspicious upcoming events which will mark 2017 as a truly momentous 
year.  This year the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) will celebrate its 50th anniversary since 
establishment. It also mark the 40th year of the establishment of ASEAN Council of Japan Alumni (ASCOJA) 
following the principle of Fukuda Doctrine.

Both ASEAN and Japan roles in the global stage is shifting accordingly to meet global demands and challenges. 
Increasingly, ASEAN and Japan seek a stronger, closer partnership which at its core involve the inviolable principles 
of friendship, mutual trust, mutual respect, understanding and strategic cooperation. These core values are held by 
the people from ASEAN and Japan at all levels; from highest echelons of government, business and industry, to the 
most basic people-to-people relationships.

With ASEAN turning 50 years old this year, the need for the realignment of the macro socioeconomic environment of 
the region towards the requirement of a common free market is imminent, a united 40th year old ASCOJA can help 
promote the ideals and objectives of ASEAN Economic Community as a unique and large regional group of former 
students from Japan. 

Bringing together regional commitments to ensure equity and opportunities for all, the chosen theme hopes to 
provide a platform of wisdom for stakeholders, both at the regional and international levels, to reflect on how shared 
experiences of Southeast Asia countries and Japan can help enhance new paradigms to boost self-understanding, 
enhance competitiveness, and at people to people level building Heart-to-Heart (心と心) relations on the basis of 
mutual confidence and trust. 

With the formal and structured collaboration fostered among national governments, it is the aim of this conference 
to address the needs for a multi-disciplinary approach taking into account the roles of various stakeholders such as 
those from non-governmental organisation, private sectors and academic community.   
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Objective:
The conference hope to bring together thoughts and ideas from the academic community, private sectors as well as 
NGOs such as ASCOJA chapters, on what role they can contribute to enrich ASEAN and Japan relations not limiting 
to areas or experiences on education, culture and economic. 

The objectives of the conference are:  
1. To explore potential areas for further collaboration among ASEAN and Japan from various stakeholders especially 

those from the Non-Government Organisation, academic community and private sectors.
2. To share strategic plans from each ASCOJA chapters, on their expected roles in enriching ASEAN and Japan 

relation for the next 10 years. 
3. To consolidate these plans and set the way forward for ASCOJA in the next 10 years.
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ASEAN COUNCIL OF JAPAN ALUMNI [ASCOJA]
Introduction
The ASEAN Council of Japan Alumni (ASCOJA), established on 11 June 1977 is a regional association comprised 
by major alumni organizations in all the 10 ASEAN countries of former graduates, scholars, students, and trainees 
of Japanese universities, schools and training institutions. It is one of the major conduits for scholarships and 
exchange programs between Japan and ASEAN.

The Brunei Association of Japan Alumni is the current Chair of ASCOJA for the year 2017.

Beginnings of ASCOJA

1940s

In the early 1940s, the first group of Nanpou Tokubetsu Ryugakusei  南方特別留学生 or “Nantoku (
ナントク)” arrived in Japan. The Nantoku were young men from Japan’s occupied territories of East 
and Southeast Asia who were similarly chosen and sent to study in Japan. Filipinos, Thais, Malays, 
Indonesians, Indo-Chinese, Burmese. They were young, numbering several hundred. Dispatched to 
study in the land of their countries’ foreign occupation force, they learned a strange language and 
began to imbibe a different set of cultural and social values. The Nantoku belonged to a special 
category of young Asians who were being groomed for future roles of leadership.

1974

Sometime in 1974, then Finance Minister of Japan Takeo Fukuda visited Kuala Lumpur where he met 
Rajah Datuk Nong Chick, a Malaysian Nantoku who by then had become a prominent business and 
political leader. Rajah Nong Chik spoke passionately about the opportunities that would emerge if 
Japan would recognize and attend to the wartime students. Within that year (1974), the Japanese 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) organized the highly successful if emotionally charged first Reunion 
(Tsudoi 集い) of Wartime Students in Japan. Among the attendees were Rajah Datuk Nong Chik 
of Malaysia and Halim Abubakar of the Philippines. They spoke of the possibility of forming an ASEAN 
organization of former students to Japan.

1976

In 1976, Takeo Fukuda became Prime Minister of Japan and in 1977, he famously declared the 
Fukuda Doctrine of “Heart-to-Heart” 心と心relations, where Japan committed to build relationships 
with Southeast Asian countries on the basis of mutual confidence and trust.  He also advocated 
positive cooperation with ASEAN as an equal partner.  The Fukuda Doctrine has since served as the 
foundation of Japan’s foreign policy and diplomacy towards the rest of Asia.

Encouraged by the bold declaration of the Fukuda Doctrine, Japan alumni from Southeast Asia who 
were gathered in Tokyo for the 3rd Tsudoi (1976) formally proposed the establishment of a Japan 
alumni organization composed of ASEAN nationals who studied in and graduated from Japanese 
schools, universities and training institutions. In their meetings with fellow Nantoku, they discovered 
the strong, unbroken ties that bind fellow Ryuugakusei ( 留学生; foreign students in Japan).
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1977

On March 25, 1977, a “Protocol of Intent to Organize” was signed in Singapore by representatives 
of five Japan alumni associations from ASEAN, namely:
• Association of Indonesia Alumni from Japan (PERSADA),
• Japan Graduates’ Association of Malaysia (JAGAM),
• Japanese University Graduates Association of Singapore (JUGAS),
• Old Japan Students’ Association, Thailand Under the Patronage of His Majesty the Kin (OJSAT), 

and
* Philippine Federation of Japan Alumni (PHILFEJA).

On June 11, 1977, after several days of meetings among officials of the five founding associations 
at the newly built Philippine International Convention Center in Manila, the ASEAN COUNCIL OF 
JAPAN ALUMNI (ASCOJA) was officially established.

Consistent with the spirit of ASEAN, the organization structure of ASCOJA was designed to be 
governed by a Board of Governors representing each country-member association. The Board 
functioned as an executive body while an ASCOJA Council (composed of five delegates from each 
country association) decided on policy matters by consensus. The biannual ASCOJA Conference 
was originally distinct from the meetings of the Board of Governors or the Council, but over time, 
these meetings were collapsed within the single event – the ASCOJA Conference. 

1980

Three years after ASCOJA was established, the Japan Solidarity Committee for Asian Alumni 
(JASCAA) was organized in 1980, envisioned to serve as the Japan counterpart organization vis-à-
vis ASCOJA, thereby recognizing the importance Japan placed on ASEAN relations – even providing 
a channel to promote, enhance and funnel Japan relations with ASEAN through the latter’s alumni 
associations. 

2000

In April 2000, the Asia Japan Alumni (ASJA) International was established to assume the original 
role of JASCAA. A fulltime ASJA Secretariat was established headed by a Secretary-General. ASJA is 
now a key conduit of Japan Government scholarships and grants to ASEAN, through ASCOJA. In turn, 
ASCOJA member associations hold one seat in the ASJA Board of Directors which meets annually in 
Tokyo.

2001 Myanmar Association of Japan Alumni / MAJA became a member of ASCOJA. 

2007 Japan Alumni of Cambodia / JAC and Japan Alumni of Vietnam / JAV became members of ASCOJA.

2011 Japan Alumni Organization of Laos / JAOL became a member of ASCOJA.

2012 Brunei Association of Japan Alumni / BAJA rejoined ASCOJA as a member.

2017 BAJA received Chairmanship for ASCOJA in 2017

ASCOJA celebrates 40 years since
establishment in 2017
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ASCOJA in ASEAN
As an ASEAN-accredited civil society organization, ASCOJA will also proudly celebrate ASEAN’s 50th year anniversary 
since its establishment this year, in 2017.

H.E Mr Fumio Kishida, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan on 2nd May 2016 said – 

ASEAN is at the heart of Asia, straddling the Pacific and Indian Oceans. As a huge market with 
the population of over 600 million, ASEAN has become the center of both production and 
consumption, as a driving force of the world economy. Furthermore, its importance is not limited 
in economy. ASEAN occupies a central role in peace and prosperity in the Asian region, as 
the core of political frameworks in East Asia, such as the East Asia Summit (EAS) and the ASEAN 
Regional Forum (ARF). It would not be difficult to imagine how vitally important and valuable it is 
for Japan to have such partnership with ASEAN.

It is with this same sentiment that BAJA, as the current Chair of ASCOJA, intends to carry out its role as a bridge 
between ASEAN countries and Japan.

ASCOJA Objectives
ASCOJA is a private, non-profit and non-political organization. Its Articles of Organization state that the main 
objectives of the association are:

• To serve as a center for a continuing exchange of information and experience among the member-associations 
on all matters of common concern.

• To undertake worthwhile projects designed to foster closer ties among the member associations for the 
improvement of their common cultural and material interests.

• To coordinate the various projects and activities of the different member-associations in order to ensure their 
successful implementation.

• To establish working relationships among existing business, professional, social and civic organizations in the 
member-countries and among the member-associations as regional neighbors.

• To strive towards the promotion of friendship and prosperity in ASEAN in close cooperation with other countries 
and among the member-associations as regional neighbors.

• To foster close study of cultures that promote an Asian orientation in the education of ASEAN youth.
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Founders and Members of ASCOJA

Association of Indonesian Alumni from 
Japan  (PERSADA)

Japan Graduates’ Association of Malaysia  
(JAGAM)

Japanese University Graduates Association 
of Singapore (JUGAS)

Old Japan Students’ Association, Kingdom of 
Thailand (OJSAT)

Philippine Federation for Japan Alumni 
(PHILFEJA)

Myanmar Association of Japan Alumni 
(MAJA)

Japan Alumni of Cambodia (JAC)
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Japan Alumni of Vietnam (JAV)

Japan Alumni of Laos (JAOL)

Brunei Association of Japan Alumni (BAJA)

History of Conferences since 1977

No. Year Host Venue Theme

1 1977 PHILFEJA Manila Inauguration; Organizational Meeting

2 1978 PERSADA Jakarta

3 1979 OJSAT Bangkok

4 1981 PHILFEJA Manila Towards a More Meaningful ASCOJA

5 1983 JAGAM Kuala Lumpur Look East

6 1985 JUGAS Singapore ASEAN-Japan Relationship Towards the 21st 
Century

7 1987 PERSADA Jakarta Japan and ASEAN in the Next Decade

8 1989 OJSAT Bangkok

9 1991 PHILFEJA Manila Strengthening ASCOJA in the Nineties

10 1993 JAGAM Kuala Lumpur Solidarity via ASCOJA

11 1995 JUGAS Singapore Kokoro to Kokoro

12 1997 PERSADA Jakarta Heart to Heart

13 1997 OJSAT Bangkok ASCOJA in the 21st Century

14 2001 PHILFEJA Manila ASCOJA-ASJA: a Dynamic Partnership in the 21st 
Century
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No. Year Host Venue Theme

15 2003 JAGAM Kuala Lumpur Future Cooperation Between ASEAN and Japan

16 2005 JUGAS Singapore ASEAN-Japan Partnership Scaling New Heights & 
Riding New Challenges

17 2007 PERSADA Jakarta Integrated and Community-Based Waste 
Management

18 2009 MAJA Yangon Bridging Japan and ASEAN Countries Through 
Better Education

19 2012 OJSAT Bangkok ASCOJA in the Next Decade: Toward the 
Emerging Issues and Opportunities

20 2013 JAV Hanoi ASCOJA Towards the Cooperation and 
Development of ASEAN and Japan

21 2015 PHILFEJA Manila ASCOJA in an Integrated ASEAN

22 2016 JAGAM Kuala Lumpur ASEAN and Japan: Bridging Ties in Trade, 
Tourism and Technology.

23 2017 BAJA Bandar Seri Begawan Enriching ASEAN-Japan Relations through 
Culture, Education and Economy

PROFILE OF ASCOJA MEMBER ORGANIZATION

1. Brunei Association of Japan Alumni (BAJA)

2. Japan Alumni of Cambodia (JAC)

3. Association of Indonesian Alumni from Japan (PERSADA)

4. Japan Alumni of Laos (JAOL)

5. Japan Graduates’ Association of Malaysia (JAGAM)

6. Myanmar Association of Japan Alumni (MAJA)

7. Philippine Federation for Japan Alumni (PHILFEJA)

8. Japanese University Graduates Association of Singapore (JUGAS)

9. Old Japan Students’ Association, Kingdom of Thailand (OJSAT)

10. Japan Alumni of Vietnam (JAV)
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BRUNEI ASSOCIATION OF JAPAN ALUMNI (BAJA)

Chapter’s Full Name : Brunei Association of Japan Alumni (BAJA)  
Establishment Date : 1986 Number of Members : 40
Email : contact@baja.org.bn URL : https://baja.org.bn    

BAJA was founded in 1986 by Pg Setia Negara Pg Hj Yusof Bin Pg Hj Abd Rahim who was also the Advisor. BAJA 
began with only 5 members including Dr Chin Yam Chin, the former president of BAJA, who later became the 
Advisor. He was succeeded by the current president Dr Chin Wei Keh since 2012.

Though the beginnings were small, currently BAJA has about 40 members. All members of BAJA have had studied 
in Japan for at least 6 months and many are graduates from Japanese Schools and Universities, having received the 
patronage and scholarship from various programs including the MEXT Scholarship.

At current, the Executive Committee of BAJA includes: 

Designation Name

President Dr Chin Wei Keh

Vice President Dr Fadil Galawat

Secretary Najmina Fairuz Abd. Latif

Vice Secretary Noraini Hj Shawal

Treasurer Dk Habibah Pg Hj Hidup

Public Relations Officer Adeline Pang Li Ching

Education Mohd Sabry Hj Mohd Yusof

Education Mohd Raymie Hj Othman

Culture, Sports & Recreation Joshua Lim Sheng Ming

Culture, Sports & Recreation Rabi’atul Adawiyah Abu Bakar

BAJA’s objectives are:
• to unite the former Brunei students who studied in Japan,
• to promote the ambitions and dedications of its members by participating in the development of the nation,
• to exchange culture between the nations of Brunei Darussalam and Japan, and
• to contribute to the transfer of knowledge in all fields, therefore ensuring the success of development in 

education and technology.
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In achieving these objectives, BAJA conducts regular activities in bringing members together, in supporting the 
activities of the Embassy of Japan which aim to promote cultural exchange as well as other initiatives.

Support of and assistance in activities organized by Embassy of Japan such as:
• Japanese Language and Culture Week
• Japanese Speech Contest
• Japanese Language Proficiency Test

Other initiatives:
• Presentations/sharing of experience of studying in Japan

* February 2015 Japanese Language & Culture Week sharing session on stage
* October 2015 Student Centre, Universiti Brunei Darussalam
* February 2016 Japanese Language & Culture Week sharing session on stage

• National Institution for Youth Education (NIYE)

In 2015 and 2016 BAJA assisted in organizing a total of 11 youths from local schools to participate in this program. 
This program aims to cultivate youths and enrich their experience in a global society through international 
exchange between the youths of Japan and ASEAN member countries. The program involves experiencing the 
natural environment surrounding each youth centre, participating in cultural programs, discussion regarding 
issues and improvement of their own countries as well as interacting with Japanese junior high school students. 
The program hopes to deepen their understanding of Japan and foster the next generation’s leaders.

• Toshiba Youth Camp Asia Program (TYCA)

In 2015 BAJA accompanied 2 youths chosen for this program. Toshiba Youth Club Asia (TYCA) is a program 
that aims on creating a network of young Asian leaders who in the future will work towards building and 
strengthening peace and harmony in the Asia-Pacific region. The program encourages students to develop 
their information analysis and communication skills by exchanging views with each other and discussing about 
issues that will impact our future, such as world energy, environment, advanced technological solutions and 
sustainability.



41

• Members gatherings including the Annual General Meetings

BAJA celebrated its 30th anniversary since establishment in 2016.

BAJA received Chairmanship of ASCOJA Conference for 2017.
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JAPAN  ALUMNI  OF  CAMBODIA (JAC)

 

Chapter’s Full Name : Japan Alumni of Cambodia (JAC) (カンボジア元日本留学生協会) 

សសសសសសសសសសសសសស សសសសសសសសសសសសសសសស សសស

Establishment Date : 31 August 2002 Number of Members : 800
Address : CJCC Main Building 1st Floor, Russian Blvd., Khan Tuol Kork, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
Tel : +855-70-734892 
Email : JAC-info@googlegroups.com URL : www.jac-khmer.info    
FB Page : https://www.facebook.com/cambodia.jacpage/

Japan Alumni of Cambodia, better known as JAC is one of the oldest and biggest alumni associations of 
Cambodians studying oversea. 

With the increasing number and significance of alumni’s presence in Cambodia, a group of Japan graduates, who 
share common view on the importance of binding the alumni network, have initiated the establishment of Japan 
Alumni of Cambodia (JAC). 

All Cambodian who graduated from any universities, or all kind of academic institutions including short-term training 
in Japan under self, private or government-sponsored program are eligible to be a member. 

Description 
In order to assist Cambodia’s rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts, Japan has resumed the provision of MEXT 
scholarship to Cambodia in 1992 in order to equip the latter with new seeds of human resource to support the social 
base of the country. Thank to this, many Cambodian students have pursued their dream of quality education in 
Japan, home of the inspiration of cutting-edge technologies and the second largest economy in the world. 

Since then, an ever increasing number of graduates of various scholarships, and even self-financed students, have 
returned home and are playing important roles within Cambodian society, be that of public servants, private sector, 
academic institutions, and NGOs. 

In June 2006, JAC was formally accepted as a member of ASEAN Council of Japan Alumni (ASCOJA). Being a 
member of ASCOJA, we are cultivating further the opportunity of growth and the extension of network beyond 
Cambodia. 

Our Goal 
Our goal is to become a strong “social and brain network” of alumni from Japan that can effectively contribute to 
the development of Cambodia, and promotion of Cambodia-Japan bilateral relations and beyond. 
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Our Objectives 
• To bind and strengthen social network of Japan alumni 
• To bind and strengthen the network of Japan alumni with Japanese community network as well as other 

institutions who support our goal 
• To promote cultural exchanges between Cambodia and Japan, and beyond 
• To promote academic exchanges through dissemination of thesis, and academic seminars 
• To provide information related to life and study in Japan, as well as the information related to professional 

societies in Cambodia 
• To promote community service through the form of charity programs especially in the field of education 

Our Activities 
Bearing above Goal and Objectives, JAC has four categories of activities, although the actual content, scope and 
scale of the activities can be adjusted or expanded according to change and development of JAC itself. 
• Social Networking 
• Academic Exchanges 
• Cultural Exchanges 
• Community Service 

Some of our highlighted activities: 
1. Annual Gathering of Japan Alumni twice a year : Khmer New Year in April , and JAC Bonenkai party in December
2. Public talk, career talk or other seminars to share experience 
3. Recruitment of students for youth exchange program in Japan: NIYE Junior Program in Oct/Nov, Toshiba Youth 

Camp Asia in March, EACAT homestay program.. 
4. Disbursement of scholarship to university students in the field of technical, engineering, and agricultural field. 

Currently around yearly 10 students from NTTI and Preak Leap National College of Agriculture have received 
the scholarship from JAC. 
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Internal Career & Professional Talk

Sport Activities

Scholarship to University Students

Bonenkai Party and Networking
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ASSOCIATION  OF  INDONESIAN  ALUMNI  FROM  JAPAN  (PERSADA)

Chapter’s Full Name : Perhimpunan Alumni Dari Jepang (PERSADA) (インドネシア元日本留学生協会) 
Association of Indonesia Alumni from Japan

Establishment Date : 5 July 1963 Number of Members : 12000
Address : Jl. Radin Inten II,  Kampus Universitas  Darma Persada,  Pondok Kelapa
  Jakarta Timur 13450 - Indonesia
Tel : 021-8647373 Fax : 021-86900241 
Email : sadanet@indo.net.id, info@sadanet.or.id
URL : www.sadanet.or.id

Activities
Most of PERSADA activities are focused on academic, education, social and culture.

The founding of Darma Persada University (Unsada) on 6 July 1986 showed the dedication of PERSADA members 
to their country and nation, especially in the field of education. With the establishment of Unsada, our mission is 
to create young-generation Indonesians who can tackle community and global challenges, especially in the fields 
of technology, science and culture.

Numerous activities have been carried out at the Unsada campus under cooperation with various Japanese 
organizations in Jakarta and from Japan. These include international seminars, Japanese Language Proficiency 
Test, Japanese Language Speech Contest, Japan Education Fair, social activities, and many more.

It is our aim that Darma Persada University becomes a living memorial of friendship between Indonesia and Japan.

PROFILE OF PERSADA
Number of Members 
PERSADA has membership of more than 12.000 former students and trainees.

From Japan and has 15 Branches all over Indonesia, including one PERSADA’s Branch in Tokyo, Japan.

PERSADA has become an umbrella of various Japan Alumni Association which are exist in Indonesia.
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Board of Executive (2015-2019)

Designation Name

President Rachmat Gobel

1st   Vice President Ismadji Hadisoemarto

2nd  Vice President Heru Santoso

3rd  Vice President Tineke Mandang

4th Vice President Gunarijah Kartasasmita

Secretary General Hidekie Amangku

Deputy Secretary General I Alwi Hasan

Deputy Secretary General II Mochammad Sholichin

Deputy Secretary General III Ari Artadi

Treasurer Ina Ibrahim

Deputy Treasurer Indri Apriliani Tohir

Organization Affairs Budhi S. Kohar

External Cooperation Affair Teguh Budiono

Education & Culture Affair Eko Cahyono

Public Relation & General Affair Dempsey R. Kambey

Social Affair Firdausi Manti
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JAPAN ALUMNI OF LAOS (JAOL)

Chapter’s Full Name : Japan Alumni of Laos (JAOL)
Establishment Date : 11 May 2003
Address : Norkeokoummane Road, Chao-Anouvong Tennis Club (2nd floor), Vientiane, LAO PDR
Tel : +856-30-5746 744  
Email : info@jaol.org
URL : www.jaol.org

Introduction
JAOL is a non-profitable organization consisting of Lao people who studied in Japan. It was established on 11 May 
2001 by approval of the Lao government under the umbrella of Lao-Japan Friendship Association.

Members of JAOL are involved in activities contributing to the development of Lao PDR by using experiences and 
knowledge gained from Japan. At the same time, they work to promote mutual understanding between Lao PDR 
and Japan to enhance and make their relationship everlasting. 

Objectives
1. To increase the solidarity and networking among members
2. To contribute knowledge gained from Japan to developing Laos
3. To increase mutual understanding and enhance Lao-Japan friendship

Activities
No Period Description

1 April, 2017 Sport event and Welcome party for new members 
2 June, 2017 MEXT-ASJA scholarship for research students
3 August, 2017 Opening new Office 
4 October, 2017 JAOL event for Blood Donation
5 November, 2017 JAOL Seminar-I on Environment and Technology
6 November, 2017 NIYE study visit in Japan for Secondary students
7 December, 2017 End-Year Sport event
8 January, 2018 JAOL Seminar-II on Economic and Investment
9 February, 2018 Japan Festival with Japanese partners
10 March, 2018 General Meeting and Annual Party

Announcement
About the 6th batch of JAOL Board Executive Committees (April 2017- March 2020)

With reference to the election held on 25th February 2017 and 
The appointment from Lao-Japan Friendship Association on 23rd March 2017

The members and position of JAOL Board Executive Committees are as following:
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No Position Name University
(Graduated year) Designation/ Company

1 President Panya Chanthavong 
(Mr)

Nagaoka University of 
Technology (2003)

Deputy Director,
Education Quality Assurance Center,
Ministry of Education and Sports

2 Vice President Phanhpakit 
Onphanhdala (Mr) Kobe University (2008)

Deputy Director,
Lao-Japan Institute,
National University of Laos

3 Vice President Oleluck Som-oulay 
(Ms)

International Christian 
University (2015)

Academic Officer,
Education Quality Assurance Center,
Ministry of Education and Sports

4 Vice President Somsangouane 
Singthiemphone (Ms)

Tokyo University 
of Agriculture and 
Technology (2014)

Maneger,
Lao-ASEAN Leasing Co., Ltd

5 Committee Sommano 
Khammanivong (Mr)

Tokushima University 
(2005)

Executive Manager,
Sinxay Employment Service Co., Ltd.

6 Committee Bounwathsana 
Southammavong (Mr)

International University 
of Japan (2012)

Consultant,
GIZ Thailand

7 Committee Phonesavanh 
Latmany (Mr)

Kyushu University 
(2008)

Senior Advisor for Climate Change / 
Disaster Risk Management,
CARE International

8 Committee Thipdavanh 
Phimmasone (Ms) Meiji University (2015)

Officer, Renewable Energy and New 
Material Institute, Ministry of Science 
and Technology

9 Committee Vongvilai Sanatem 
(Mr)

Utsunomiya University 
(2014)

Officer, Server and Networking 
Division, IT Department, Bank of the 
Lao PDR

10

Immediate 
Former 
President 
(ASJA Director, 
till March 
2018)

Bouasone 
Vongthavone (Ms)

 Vientiane, 31st May 2017
 President of JAOL
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JAPAN GRADUATES’ ASSOCIATION OF MALAYSIA (JAGAM)

Formation of JAGAM 
The Concept of JAGAM, the acronym for JAPAN GRADUATES’ ASSOCIATION OF MALAYSIA, was conceived as early 
as 1970 by a group of 22 Malaysian graduates from Japanese universities at a meeting in Mirama Hotel, Kuala 
Lumpur.  

In Malaysia the Pro-tem committee was led by the late Mr. Yeo Yan Kim and Mr. Gan Kok Eng as President and 
Secretary General respectively. Initially, only graduates with degrees were eligible for membership while those 
who graduated from “ Tandai“ (2 year university or college diploma courses) were disqualified from membership in 
accordance with the strict definition of a “Graduate“. Another reason was the main objectives of the Association to 
seek government recognition of members’ university degrees and to ensure better treatment to Japan graduates.

The idea of restricting JAGAM’s membership to only those with minimum “Gakku-shi” or Bachelor degree was not 
too well received by many Japan graduates who preferred a wider definition of the word “Graduate“ to include those 
with “Diploma“.

The first Executive Committee of JAGAM elected in the year of 1972 registered JAGAM with the Registrar of Society 
(“ROS“) on 9th January 1973 under the Society Act 1966 , Rules of Association, 1966. The official name and address 
of the association then was PERSATUAN BEKAS MAHASISWA- MAHASISWA JEPUN, MALAYSIA (Japan Graduates’ 
Association of Malaysia).

The late Dr. Ngeow Jin Sin who was the President of JAGAM from year 1978-1979 together with Mr. Michael Lim 
Hong Chin, Mr. Eric Foo Ah Chai and Mr. Toh Kiat Chuan made a historic visit to Penang on 17th June., 1979 for 
discussion with the President of PENANG ASSOCIATION OF JAPAN ALUMNI (PAJA), Mr. Ooi Seoh Lin and his 
committee members regarding the dissolution of PAJA to form JAGAM NORTHERN BRANCH.

 On 27th April, 1980, a pro-tem committee led by Dr. Lau Poh Yok and Dr. Siow Kuang Ling gathered a small group of 
Japan graduates in Johor Bahru to establish an association for JAPAN ALUMNI in the SOUTHERN REGION. However, 
the late Dr. Ngeow and Mr. Michael Lim who represented JAGAM at their inaugural meeting held on 1st June 1980 
at the Orchid Hotel, Johor Bahru successfully convinced the delegates to join JAGAM as JAGAM SOUTHERN BRANCH 
instead. Finally, on 10th January 1982 PAJA was dissolved and the establishment of JAGAM NORTHERN BRANCH 
brought a united JAGAM for the country. 

The establishment of JAGAM was indeed a step forward to unite Japan Graduates in Malaysia with very clear 
objectives as stated in its Rules and Constitution of JAGAM :- 
1. to promote , encourage and foster civic, social and cultural activities amongst members of the Association; 
2. to advise, aid and guide members on their return to Malaysia with respect to opportunities of employment and 

conditions of employment; 
3. to advise, aid and guide intending students and post graduate students who will be or are furthering their 

studies in Japan; 
4. to promote goodwill and better understanding between Malaysia and Japan. At present, the Membership of 

JAGAM as per Rules and Constitution of JAGAM are divided and allows for two (2) principal categories of 
membership, namely a) Ordinary Life Member; and b) Associate Member. The former must have graduated 
from any university or college in Japan while the later must have studied and completed of Eighteen (18) 
months (according to latest amended Rules) of studies in Japan but without voting rights or the rights to hold 
office.   
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Activities with other ASEAN Japanese Alumni 
Around the same time, students from other Southeast Asian region started the formation of societies/associations 
upon returning to their home countries to share their experience of studying and living in Japan.

 This brought about the birth of the “ASEAN COUNCIL OF JAPAN ALUMNI (ASCOJA)”. The idea for ASCOJA was 
mooted during meeting with the then Finance Minister Mr. Takeo Fukuda in May 1972 in Kuala Lumpur as a further 
step to strengthen the camaraderie of Japanese graduates around the Southeast Asian (ASEAN) countries.  

Upon the initiative of the late Mr. Takeo Fukuda, another program known as the “Reunion of Southeast Asian 
Graduates of Japanese Universities” (TSUDOI) was formed in 1974. The very first of such reunion was held in Tokyo 
from 25th November to 3rd December 1974. 

In the 3rd year of the Reunion of Southeast Asian Graduates of Japanese Universities, the proposal for the 
establishment of the Japan Alumni from Asia was officially accepted. Thus, JAGAM became a signatory to the 
ASCOJA organization on 25th March 1977 together with PERSADA from Indonesia, PHILFEJA from the Philippines, 
JUGAS from Singapore and OJSAT from Thailand.

Not too far off the same timeframe, the JAPAN SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE FOR ASIAN ALUMNI (JASCAA) was formally 
launched at Imperial Hotel, Tokyo, Japan. JASCAA was the counterpart organization of ASCOJA. The objectives/
aims of JASCAA were the promotion of mutual understanding and furtherance of solidarity between Japan and 
Asian countries through the effective execution of various businesses for the enhancement of cultural exchange 
and international friendship (referred to as “cultural exchange“) by means of maintaining close coordination and 
cooperative relationship with the alumni of Japanese educational institutions, who are mostly the members of the 
ASCOJA as well as the contemporary students, trainees, and research staff who are currently residing in Japan. 

Due to certain unforeseen circumstances, the JASCAA was replaced by ASIA JAPAN ALUMNI INTERNATIONAL 
(ASJA) on 24th March, 2000 and the JAGAM was the signatory to this ASJA along with the PERSADA from Indonesia, 
PHILFEJA from the Philippines, JUGAS from Singapore and OJSAT from Thailand. The main objectives of ASJA 
INTERNATIONAL is to promote mutual understanding and solidarity networks among Japan alumni in countries 
in the ASIA-PACIFIC region, through the effective implementation of various programs for enhancing cultural and 
scientific exchange and international friendship, and to encourage former students who have studied in Japan to 
co-operate with the ASCOJA and other organizations for cultural and scientific exchange in pursuing projects.  

 Article compiled by GOH NGE SEUNG
 Former President



51

MYANMAR ASSOCIATION OF JAPAN ALUMNI (MAJA)

MAJA  (Myanmar Association of Japan Alumni) is  a federated association of former Monbusho  students of Japan 
including JICA, HIDA (AOTS), Kobe University, Nagoya University, Japan Foundation and Private Students. It is 
a non profit, non political and non governmental organization according to the rules and regulations of ASEAN 
COUNCIL of JAPAN ALUMNI (ASCOJA). The association was founded on the 20th of December 2001. It now  consists 
of 1900  members among which 15 are EC committee members. According to the bylaws of MAJA, 20% of total 
Executive Members will be elected every 2 years, they are nominated by other members. President will be elected 
for 2 years and can be re-elected for 2 terms. Executive members are also two years term.

Activities of MAJA
MAJA has been working in various fields such as teaching Japanese Language courses and has been providing 
services to students who are willing to study in Japan.

With the co-operation of  the Embassy of Japan (Myanmar) and the Japan Foundation, MAJA has been conducting 
various activities.

The activities of MAJA are as follows;
• Japan Education Fair
• Japanese Culture Show
• Japanese Speech Contest (Embassy of Japan)
• Japanese Literature Translation Contest (  Embassy of Japan)
• JLPT Examinations
• EJ U Examination (JASSO)
• N.I.Y.E  ( National Institution for Youth Education) Program
• A.P.C.C ( Asian Pacific Children’s Convention)
• Hitachi Youth Initiative Program
• Toshiba Youth Club Asia
• TOP-J  Japanese  Language Test
• Honda Y-E-S Award   ( Honda Foundation )
• MAJA Annual Meeting 
• Japanese Teachers Seminar ( Japan Foundation)

MAJA Center was established in 2012 to give various kind of services to Japanese Association  and companies who 
will be working in Myanmar. MAJA Center expects to provide knowledge on mutual sense of values of Myanmar 
people. MAJA Center helps to find proper and suitable working places for Myanmar people in relationship with Japan 
and at the same time introduce Japanese associates with qualified Human resources. Through these services  by 
MAJA Center we expect to promote mutual understanding and establish good relation between the Japanese people 
and the Myanmar people.
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MAJA Okayama Center was also established in 2013 with the objectives of increasing the knowledge of Japanese 
Language promoting awareness of Japanese Culture, and developing human resources. The Center is opened with 
the objectives of increasing the knowledge of Japanese language promoting awareness of Japanese Culture and 
developing health human resources. Over 200 books on Japanese language and culture, internet services and digital 
learning and reading materials  , compact Discs for learning Japanese are available. There are also several books 
on Japan in Myanmar language. The members can use the facility to study Japanese language and culture. The 
members can also seek information about the Japanese Universities, Japanese University Entrance Examinations 
and Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT).

Japan Culture House, a new space for experiencing Japan Culture in Yangon presented by the Japan Foundation 
Asia Centre and MAJA has recently been opened on 31st August 2016 in the same building as MAJA.This is a place 
which introduces, shares and familiarize Japanese Culture with people who are interested in it.

Myanmar Association of Japan Alumni (MAJA)
List of Executive Committee members for (2016-2018)

Designation Name

President Professor Si Si Shein

Vice-President (Administration) U Soe Win

Vice-President (Finance) U Myint Soe

Vice-President (Education) Dr. Myo Khin

Vice-President (Culture & Information) Daw Mu Mu

General Secretary Daw Mo Mo San

Treasurer Dr. San San Lwin

Auditor U Aung Kyi Thwin

Joint Secretary (Education) Professor Dr. Swe Swe Win

Joint Secretary (Culture & Information) U Thant Sin Naing

Joint Secretary (Administration) Daw Thin Pa Pa Htwe

EC Member Dr. Khin Sein Win

EC Member Daw Ni Ni Tun

EC Member Dr. Hla Myat Mon
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PHILIPPINE FEDERATION FOR JAPAN ALUMNI (PHILFEJA)

The Philippine Federation of Japan Alumni (PHILFEJA) was organized on July 19, 1976 as a Philippines-
Japan friendship confederation of various Japan alumni associations in the Philippines, inspired and initiated by 
Ambassador Jose S. Laurel III – the Dai-Dai Senpai of Filipino ryugakusei. Its chapter memberships at present 
include:

• Philippine Association of Japanese Government Scholars (PHILAJAMES) – composed of Filipino 
scholars under the Mombusho and Mombukagokusho programs;

• Philippine Cultural and Technical Association of Returned Overseas Scholars (PHILCULTAROS) 
– an association of former trainees of the Association of Technical Scholarships (AOTS), now known as the 
Overseas Human Resources and Industry Development Association (HIDA)

• JICA Alumni Association of the Philippines (JAAP) – an organization of JICA scholars, grantees and 
trainees folded into a new group that brings together all JICA programs;

• Association of Philippines Private Alumni of Japanese Universities 元私費留学生フィリピン会 

(APPAJU) – the alumni association of Filipino ryugakusei who studied under non-government or private 
scholarships.

• Samahan ng mga Pilipinong Nag-Aral at Nanirahan sa Nippon (SAPILNIP) – literally translated, this 
is the association of Filipinos who have studied and lived in Japan; an all – encompassing group of 
Filipinos who are not members of other Japan alumni associations but who have lived or studied in Japan and 
are dedicated to the promotion of close, friendly relations between Filipinos and Japanese.

PHILFEJA brings together these various associations into one representation for over 20,000 Filipinos who have 
benefited from education, training, research and similar activities in Japan. It has been the principal “Mado-Guchi1” 
for Japan alumni affairs that works closely with the Embassy of Japan in the Philippines, the Japan Information and 
Cultural Center, Japan Foundation Manila, the Japan Chamber of Commerce & Industry of the Philippines, and the 
Manila Japanese Association.

A signal accomplishment of PHILFEJA was its initiative to establish the ASEAN Council of Japan Alumni 
(ASCOJA) during the 3rd Tokyo reunion of Southeast Asian Graduates in September 1976. By January 1977, 
PHILFEJA had dispatched a three-man mission, led by Atty. Leocadio de Asis with Messrs. Benjamin C. Osias and 
Benjamin C. Laurel on a trip to Singapore, Jakarta, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur and Penang to lay the groundwork for 
the organization of ASCOJA. On June 12, 1977, ASCOJA was organized. And ever since, PHILFEJA has been an 
active Charter member-association of ASCOJA, hosting in Manila reunions, meetings and conferences held in 1977, 
1981, 1982, 1986, 1991, 2001 and 2015.
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The incumbent Board of Directors and Officers of PHILFEJA (2017-2018) are:

DANILA B. TUAZON, President; Director for PHILAJAMES
POWELL DEL ROSARIO, Vice-President; Director for JAAP
DAN RAYO, Treasurer, Director for PHILCULTAROS
DOMINGO GO, Director for APPAJU
PHILIP B. SANVICTORES, Director for SAPILNIP

The Secretariat, on the other hand is composed of:

CECILIA P. TOLENTINO, Secretary-General – PHILFEJA
MA.ELENA LAUREL-LOINZA, Administrator – PHILIPPINES-JAPAN FRIENDSHIP FOUNDATION
GLENDA T.FERMA, Deputy Administrator – PHILIPPINES-JAPAN FRIENDSHIP FOUNDATION

Last December 8th 2016, PHILFEJA celebrated its 40th Anniversary honoring the only surviving nampo tokubetsu 
ryuugakusei in the Philippines, Ambassador Benjamin C. Sanvictores.
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JAPANESE UNIVERSITY GRADUATES ASSOCIATION OF SINGAPORE 
(JUGAS)

新   加   坡   留   日   大   学   毕   业   生   协   会 

Japanese University Graduates Association of Singapore 

Chapter’s Full Name : Japanese University Graduates Association of Singapore (JUGAS) 
(新加坡留日大学毕业生协会)

Establishment Date : 19 December 1970 Number of Members : 440
URL : http://web.jugas.org.sg

JUGAS is an Alumni of non-Japanese citizens residing in the Republic of Singapore who have completed their tertiary 
education in Japan. 

JUGAS was formed on 19th December 1970, and has ever since been a uniting force among fellow graduates from 
Japanese Universities. Currently, we have 440 members who graduated from Universities from all parts of Japan, 
and Associate Members who have completed non-degree courses from colleges in Japan, or are students currently 
studying for Degree Courses in the universities in Japan. 

Our members’ profiles are diverse, ranging from CEOs, Managing Directors of Multinational and Singapore Companies 
to top civil servants in the Government offices, young and promising graduates who just started out in their careers. 
There are also active retirees who participate in JUGAS events regularly.

JUGAS maintains strong ties with The Embassy of Japan in Singapore, the Japanese Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry (JCCI) Singapore, Japanese Cultural Society Singapore (JCS), Japanese Association Singapore (JAS), The 
Japanese Schools and the Japanese community in Singapore. We often organise activities to promote and enhance 
the public understanding of Japanese culture and language. We also have social and networking activities with 
other alumni organisations such as NUSS, NTUA, BAS (British) and AAS (Australia) through the Alumni International 
Singapore (AIS). 

Internationally, JUGAS maintains a close relationship with the other Japanese Graduates’ Associations in the 
ASEAN countries through ASCOJA (ASEAN Council of Japan Alumni) and its counterpart ASJA (Asia Japan Alumni) 
International in Japan. 

JUGAS helps organise re-union trips and students exchange programs to Japan, and help administer a few scholarship 
programs including ASCOJA-MEXT Scholarship for Post Graduate and Undergraduate Studies

JUGAS administers a “JUGAS Education and Cultural Exchange Fund” to collaborate with Nagoya University and 
The University of Tokyo in their G30 4-year Undergraduate Programs which provide scholarship to high school and 
polytechnic graduates to pursue further study in Japan. 

JUGAS continues to explore collaboration with other Universities to increase choices of tertiary education institutes 
for Singapore students. 
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In September 2005, JUGAS was awarded Japanese Foreign Minister’s Commendations (日本国外務大臣表彰) for 
our effort in supporting students to study in Japan, and networking of returned graduates leading to enhancement 
of mutual understanding between Japan and Singapore. 

(日本への留学支援、帰国留学生間の交流支援等を通じた日・シンガポール間の相互理解促進への貢献・功績を

表彰)

Main Activities
JUGAS organises and co-organises various annual and one-time events for its members and the general public. 
These cultural, academic, social and educational events do not only facilitate interaction among JUGAS members 
and promote goodwill between Singapore and Japan, but also promote the understanding of Japanese culture and 
language to the general public. 

Scholarships 
Administer and contribute to scholarship programs, including ASCOJA-MEXT Scholarship, G30 Undergraduate 
Programs in Japan. 

JUGAS awards JUGAS-NU (名大) Scholarship to students studying in Nagoya University, and JUGAS-UofT (東大) 
Supplementary Scholarship to students studying in The University of Tokyo. 

Japanese Speech Contest 
JUGAS is one of the organisers and judges for the Annual Japanese Speech Contest, together with The Embassy of 
Japan in Singapore, JCCI, JAS and JCS. This event supports the learning of Japanese language in Singapore. 

“日本語で遊ぼう” (Let’s Play by Japanese Language) 
This signature annual event provides an opportunity for Japanese language students of all levels of competencies 
to participate in quizzes and games involving the Japanese language and culture, and to interact with other fellow 
students. The event is supported by The Embassy of Japan in Singapore, JAS, Japanese Schools in Singapore, MOELC 
(Ministry of Education Language Centre) and JALTAS (Japanese Language Teachers’ Association in Singapore). 

JUGAS Talks & Networking Events 
JUGAS members enjoy fellowship and interaction with fellow members through events like the Annual Dinner, 
JUGAS Talks on relevant topics, “Networking Nights”, socialising events and excursions. JUGAS Talks are also open 
to affiliated associations and general public. 

Welcome Gathering and Pre-Departure Briefings 
JUGAS holds annual Welcome Gathering for returned graduates, introducing them into JUGAS as well as to the 
Japanese community in Singapore. 

For students departing for study in Japan, JUGAS holds annual Pre-Departure Briefing with participation from staff 
of The Embassy of Japan to give relevant advice on life and study in Japan to the new students. 

JUGAS Book Prizes 
To promote the learning of Japanese among young Singaporean students, JUGAS awards book prizes annually to 
Twelve (12) top Secondary 4 and Junior College (High School) students who studied Japanese as a third language 
at Singapore’s MOELC. 
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JUGAS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2017/2018

Designation Name, Japanese Education Details

President Yee Jenn En 
Tokyo Institute of Technology, Electrical Engineering, 1997

Immediate Past President / 
Committee Member

Tan Kay Guan 
National Defence Academy, Civil Engineering, 1984

1st Vice President Loong Chee-Yuh 
Tokyo Institute of Technology, E.E.E., 2001

2nd Vice President Chan Wei Siang 
Osaka University, Information Engineering, 1995

Honorary Secretary Jimmy Ng Hon Yuen 
Kyoto University, Electrical Engineering, 1974

Asst Honorary Secretary Shen Yue 
Waseda University, International Liberal Arts, 2010

Honorary Treasurer Tan Ying 
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, Social Science, 2012

Asst Honorary Treasurer Ong Lay Lian 
Waseda University, International Business, 1994

Committee Member Chan Yeok Kwan 
Kyoto University, Economics, 1993

Committee Member Kong Jen Siang 
Tokyo Institute of Technology, Intl. Devt. Engineering, 2001

Committee Member Kyaw Paing 
Nihon Fukushi University, Social & Information Science, 2007

Committee Member Lee Eileen 
Nagoya University, Laws, 2016

Committee Member Lin Yu Fen, Maggie 
Rikkyo University, Tourism, 1998

Committee Member Tan Meng Wee 
Hitotsubashi University, Economics, 1992

Committee Member Tan Tang Ko, Delvin 
Kyoto University, E.E.E., 1995

Committee Member Yap Meng Wah 
University of Tokyo, E.E., 1997

Honorary Auditor Dr Lim Poh Yam, Gordon
Nagoya University, Biochemistry, 1992

Honorary Auditor Wong Kang Mui 
Osaka University, Naval Architecture, 1973
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OLD JAPAN STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION, KINGDOM OF THAILAND 
(OJSAT)

Chapter’s Full Name : Old Japan Students’ Association, Kingdom of Thailand (OJSAT)  
(タイ王国元日本留学生協会)

Establishment Date : 28 February 1951 Number of Members : 3700

OJSAT was established on 28 February 1951 and known for many years as the “Old Japan Students’ Association 
(OJSA)” until 1994 when the term “Thailand” was added by the resolution of its general meeting to reflect the 
country name. In Japanese, OJSAT is called Thai Ou-Koku Moto Nippon Ryu-Gakusei Kyokai (タイ王国元日本留

学生協会). In Thai, however, it is briefly called “Sor-Nor-Yor”. In 1966, as one of the major and privileged alumni 
associations in the country, OJSAT was granted to be “Under the Patronage of His Majesty the King”. Its head office 
is located in Bangkok, with the branch office in Chiang Mai, northern Thailand. Currently, OJSAT has more than 
3,700 registered members.

During 66 years of its establishment, OJSAT has been largely developed and strengthened through a strong bond and 
co-operation of its members, with continued and substantial supports from the Japanese Government and several 
other organizations in Thailand. Its objectives have been amended and scope of activities has been expanded over 
time to reflect the changing needs of its members and other requirements.

OJSAT Objectives 
• To promote unity and prosperity among its members.
• To contribute to the society through its various activities and undertaking.
• To promote study of Japanese language and cultural exchanges between the Japanese and the Thais.
• To promote mutual understanding and good relations between Thailand and Japan.
• To promote the solidarity and the prosperity of Japan alumni association in ASEAN.

OJSAT Activities
As the number of its members grows, number of projects and activities of OJSAT increases. Currently, they can be 
grouped into 5 major categories as follows:
• Members services,
• Japanese language school, and educational services and cooperation,
• Publications, academic and seminars,
• Social, artistic and cultural activities, and
• International exchanges and relations. 
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OJSAT Japanese Language School
OJSAT currently operates 3 branches of the Japanese language school: (1) Phaholyothin, (2) Silom and (3) Pinklao. 
The school provides Japanese classes for beginners up to the intermediate and advance levels. Each year, a total of 
about 150 classes, is organized with the enrollment of about 5,000 students. At present, the school employs more 
than 60 instructors.  

Publications, Academic and Seminars
As a mean to communicate with its members, OJSAT publishes newsletters monthly. Apart from its monthly 
newsletters, OJSAT publishes the “Sor-Nor-Yor Journal” (in Thai) three times a year for its members. OJSAT also 
supports publication of seminar/workshop proceedings and academic work on Thai-Japanese and related studies 
undertaken by its members.

Social, Artistic and Cultural Activities 
To enhance understanding and promote cultural exchanges between the Thais and Japanese, OJSAT occasionally 
organizes Japanese arts and cultural shows, such as, Ikebana Classes, Origami, Shodoo, Nihonshiki Purezento No 
Hoso, Urasenke Tea Ceremony, Cooking Classes, and Singing Demonstration for students and interested individuals, 
with close cooperation from  Japanese Societies in Bangkok. 

International Exchanges and Relations
As the Japan alumni association in Thailand, OJSAT maintains a close relationship and liaison with Japan through 
the Japanese Embassy and other Japanese firms and institutions in the country. As a member of the ASEAN 
Council of Japan Alumni (ASCOJA), OJSAT has been and is still active in strengthening its relationships with other 
Japan alumni associations located in ASEAN countries, aiming at promotion of  friendship and goodwill among the 
fellow Japan alumni. As one of the founding members, OJSAT participates continuously in all the initiatives and 
activities of ASCOJA. Similarly, OJSAT cooperates fully with Asia-Japan Alumni International (ASJA), the counterpart 
organization of ASCOJA in Japan, in implementing its projects and programs which contributes meaningfully to the 
promotion of such the friendship and solidarity among the Japan alumni and the peoples in all the ASEAN member 
countries and Japan.
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Current OJSAT Executive Committee (2017-2019)

Ms. Bhusdee Navavichit

President

 

Mr. Suparchai Tobhibul

Vice President, Member 
Relations, Sports and 

Recreation

Dr.  Prasert Sampoonachot

Vice President,
Member’s Welfare

Mr. Navarat Laekhakula

Vice President, Tradition and 
Culture

Asst. Prof.
Dr. Tangon Munjaiton

Vice President,
Academic Affairs

Mr. Suthee Panaworn

Vice President, 
Administration and Strategy 

Planning

Assoc. Prof.
Dr. Mangkorn Rodprapakorn

Secretary General

Dr. Varesa Chuwattanakul

Deputy Secretary-General 

Ms. Namporn Sathirakul

Treasurer

Mr. Jesdapong
Jariengprasert

Public Relations
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Assoc. Prof. Pranee 
Jongsutjarittam

Executive Committee, 
Director of Japanese 

Language School

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Wisut 
Titiroongruang

Executive Committee, 
Special Projects and 

Activities

Asst. Prof. Dr. Surawut 
Chuangchote

Executive Committee, 
International Affairs

Assoc. Prof. Sermsuk 
Thiensoonthorn

Executive Committee, Arts & 
Cultural Affairs

Asst. Prof. Dr. Datchakorn 
Tancharoen

Executive Committee, 
Registrar

Asst. Prof. Dr. Aikkarach 
Kettawan

Executive Committee, Net-
working Promotion and 

Development

Mr. Bundit Pradistanuwong

Executive Committee, 
Organization 

Communications and 
Publication

Mr. Chingchai 
Chainarongloka

Executive Committee, 
Recreation and 
Entertainment

Mr. Pichakorn 
Akharamethathiti

Executive Committee, 
Tourism and Sports
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JAPAN ALUMNI OF VIETNAM (JAV)

Chapter’s Full Name : Japan Alumni of Vietnam (JAV) (ベトナム元日本留学生協会) 

Establishment’s Date : 10 May 2001 Number of Members : 1500
Address : R203, 2nd Fl., No.2 Doan Ke Thien Keo Dai,  Mai Dich, Cau Giay, Hanoi, Vietnam
Tel : (84-24) 6652-8789 Fax : (84-24) 3754-8057 
Email : javoffice@netnam.vn URL : http://www.jav.vn/    
Hosted ASCOJA Conference : 20th (2013) ASCOJA Membership : Since 1 April 2007
ASJA Membership : Since 1 April 2007

General Description 
As a non-profit organization officially established by the government of Vietnam, JAV’s activities are carried out for 
the purposes of:
• Supporting the gathering, coordination, cooperation and interchange of ideas among regional alumni and 

former researchers in Japan.
• Creating opportunities for the exchange of ideas among members through conferences, gatherings, seminars 

and other training & researching activities.
• Bolstering the mutual understanding among JAV member and Japanese citizens currently living, studying and 

working in Vietnam.
• Advocating collaborative training, human resource development and several humanitarian activities and maintain 

the relationship with other members of ASEAN Council of Japan Alumni. 
• Promoting the mutual understandings, friendship and diplomatic relation between Vietnam and Japan.

Main Activities
• Organizing annual activities of networking alumni 
• Organizing cultural and educational exchange programs in collaboration with the Japanese Embassy in Vietnam 

and Vietnamese universities on a regular basis
• Coordinating with other alumni associations of Vietnamese students in other countries to provide humanitarian 

aid and charitable activities
• Organizing annual exchange programs, such as the NIYE-Junior program, in collaboration with ASJA, NIYE and 

several other Japanese organizations
• Participating in the recommendation, screening and selection processes of MEXT scholarship programs in 

collaboration with the Japanese Embassy in Vietnam, ASJA and ASCOJA
• Organizing the annual Japan Education Fair in Vietnam
• Organizing professional symposiums in collaboration with ASJA and many other organizations
• Selecting the suitable candidates for the Toshiba Postdoctoral Fellowship Program as a partner of Toshiba 

International.
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Executive committee member:  
In the 6th term (2016 - 2019), the Executive Committee consists of 35 members, including 1 President and 7 Vice-
Presidents.

 Full name Position

1. President
Assoc. Prof. Ngo Minh Thuy

• Vice President - University of Languagues and International 
Studies, VNU Hanoi

• Vice President - Vietnam Japan Friendship Association

2. Vice President
Assoc. Prof. Le Viet Dung Vice President - Can Tho University 

3. Vice President
Assoc. Prof. Dinh Thi Bich Lan

Deputy Director - Center for Scientific, Technology Incubation 
and Transfers, Hue University

4. Vice President
Assoc.Prof. Nguyen Tien Luc

Dean - Faculty of Japanese Studies, University of Social 
Sciences and Humanities, VNU Ho chi minh City 

5. Vice President
Assoc. Prof. Tran Van Nam

• President - Danang University
• President - Danang Vietnam Japan Friendship Association

6. Vice President
Mr. Hoang Van Nhan

• President - Fukuoka Japan Alumni of Vietnam 
• Director - Kyushu University Branch office in Hanoi

7. Vice President
Mr. Ta Anh Thang CEO of Colecto Ltd., Co

8. Vice President / General Secretary
Assoc. Prof. Phan Trung Nghia

• Director of Center for Rubber Science & Technology - 
Hanoi University of Science and Technology

• President - Niigata Japan Alumni of Vietnam

9. Deputy General Secretary
Ms. Nguyen Huyen Trang

Deputy Director Politicals and Student Affairs Department, 
University of Languagues and International Studies, VNU 
Hanoi

10. Dr. Nguyen To Chung

• Head of Scientific Research Development Department, 
Hanoi University 

• Deputy Chief of the management board of the 2020 
National Foreign Languages Project

11. Ms. Than Thi Kim Tuyen Japanese Languages and Cultures faculty – University of 
Languages and International Studies, VNU Hanoi

12. Ms. Nguyen Thi Thanh Thuy Vietnam Japan Friendship Association, Hanoi 

13. Assoc. Prof. Leu Tho Bach
Head of Department of Environmental Technology & 
Management, Faculty of Environmental Engineering, National 
University of Civil Engineering
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 Full name Position

14. Dr. Hoang Thang Binh
Lecturer, Vietnam – Japan International Institute for Science 
of Technology (VJIIST) – Hanoi University of Science and 
Technology (HUST)

15. Ms. Vuong Linh Chi Japan Foundation, Hanoi

16. Assoc. Prof. Pham Xuan Da Head of National Office in Southern Region
Ministry of Science and Technology 

17. Mr. Nguyen Manh Dat Food Industries Research Institute( FIRI)

18. Mr Hoang Ngoc Hai CEO, Kaori Co, Ltd.

19. Ms. Huynh Vu Hien Japan Embassy of Vietnam

20. Ms.  Doan Thi Thu Hoa Director, GBN Co, Ltd

21. Dr Le Thi Hai Le
Faculty of Environment, Hanoi University of Natural 
Resources and Environment, Ministry of Natural Resource and 
Environment (MONRE)

22. Ms Tran Huong Ly Vietnam International Education Cooperation Department – 
Ministry of Education and Training

23. Assoc. Prof. Tran Xuan Nam Vice Dean - Faculty of Radio - Electronics
Le Quy Don Technical University

24. Assoc.Prof Do Hoang Ngan
Deputy Director, Science and Research Development 
Department, University of Languagues and International 
Studies, VNU Hanoi

25. Assoc.Prof . Nguyen Hưu Ngu Hue University of Agriculture and Forestry

26. Dr Dang Quy Nhan National Agriculture Extension Center (NAEC)- Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD)

27. Dr Nguyen Cam Nhung Lecturer, Univeristy of Economy and Business, VNU Hanoi
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 Full name Position

28. Dr Nguyen Hoang Oanh Vice President, Vietnam Japan University, VNU Hanoi

29. Mr Nguyen Xuan Phuong Director Board member, Hanoi Railways Signal and Telecom, 
JSC

30. Dr Do Ngoc Son Vice Dean of Emergency Department, Bach Mai Hospital

31. Dr Dinh Nho Thai Deputy Director, Science and Research Development 
Department, University of Science, VNU Hanoi

32. Dr Bui Dinh Thang
Deputy Director, Cooperation And Development Department, 
University of Languagues and International Studies, VNU 
Hanoi
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The 1st General Meeting of JAV The 6th General Meeting of JAV

 Meeting the Emperor & the Empress in Hanoi (2017) Japan Alumni Connect Party (2016)

Some memorable events

 Japan ASEAN International Symposium on Education 2015 Interviewing candidates for the NIYE - 
JUNIOR exchange program 2017
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Organizing the 20th ASCOJA conference 
in Hanoi (2013)

Participating in the 21st ASCOJA conference 
in Phillipines (2015)

Participating in the 22nd ASCOJA conference 
in Malaysia (2016)

Japan Education Fair in collaboration with JASSO 
(2014)

With the successful candidates
for the Toshiba Postdoctoral Fellowship Program (2015)

Japan Education Fair in collaboration with JASSO 
(2016)
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PRESENTERS’ PROFILE AND ABSTRACT OF 
PRESENTATION

Association Speaker Title of Presentation

1) BAJA Dr. Fadil Galawat BAJA & ASCOJA: Towards ASCOJA 50th year

2) JAC Dr. Ngov Penghuy
Enriching ASEAN-Japan Relations through Culture, 
Education, and Economy: Collaboration through Open 
International Migration Policies

3) JAGAM Dr. Ooi Chee Keong The JAPAN GRADUATES’ ASSOCIATION OF MALAYSIA 
(JAGAM) and its role in promoting trade and economy.

4) JAOL Mr. Bounwathsana 
Southammavong

Education in Laos and JAOL contribution society and to 
National Social Economic Development Plan 2016-2020

5) JAV Associate Professor Phan 
Trung Nghia

The role of Japan Alumni of Vietnam to  bridge people 
and exchange opportunities for professionals between 

Japan and Vietnam

6) JUGAS Ms. Leei Wong and 
Ms. Pauline Lue

“Enriching ASEAN-Japan Relations through Education” 
---The role of The Japanese University Graduates 
Association of Singapore (JUGAS)

7) MAJA Dr. Hla Myat Mon Enrichment of Education in Myanmar by Japan

8) OJSAT Dr. Samran Chooduangngern OJSAT & ASCOJA in commemorating the 40th anniversary 
of ASCOJA

9) PERSADA Mr. Robert Kambey Maintaining Alumni Relationship

10) PHILFEJA Mr. Philip Sanvictores PHILFEJA @ ASCOJA.40 and Beyond

11) Academic: 
Universiti Brunei 
Darussalam (UBD)

Prof. Hiroaki Hayakawa
Deepening ASEAN-Japan Relations in Culture, Education, 
and Economy: Technological Innovation and Strategic 
Complementarities

Interviewing candidates for the NIYE - JUNIOR exchange 
program 2017
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Profile

Dr. Paryono is currently the Deputy Director for Professional Affairs and the Research Manager and Specialist at 
the Regional Centre for Vocational and Technical Education and Training under the Southeast Asian Ministers of 
Education Organization (SEAMEO VOCTECH) in Brunei Darussalam. 

He holds a PhD degree for a dual title in Workforce Education and Development and Comparative International 
Education from Pennsylvania State University, Master’s degree in Continuing and Vocational Education from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, and bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering Education from the State University of 
Malang.

His research and publications focus on vocational and technical education, qualification frameworks, TVET quality 
assurance, ICT in education, skills development, integration of life skills/transferable/transversal skills, and education 
for sustainable development. He has published research articles related to Technical and Vocational Education and 
Training in various journals and presented papers in many international conferences. He is also a trainer and 
facilitator in various areas of TVET including research methodology, impact assessment, measuring return on 
training investment, curriculum development and evaluation, pedagogy and assessment. He is the Chief Editor of 
SEAMEO VOCTECH Journal and a member of Editorial Board of Asia TVET Online Journal. 

SEAMEO VOCTECH Regional Centre

Dr. Paryono
Moderator

Interviewing candidates for the NIYE - JUNIOR exchange 
program 2017
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Profile

Dr Fadil Galawat holds a M.Sc Degree (2009) and a Ph.D. in Agricultural and Resource Economics (2012) from 
Kyushu University of Japan. He was a Monbukagakusho (MEXT) scholar from 2006-2012.

Dr Fadil Galawat is a professional and highly qualified wealth manager cum advisor at Goodlife Financial Planning 
Sendirian Berhad, the first local company and non-bank licensed under the Security Order of the Autoriti Monetari 
of Brunei Darussalam (AMDB), Ministry of Finance, Brunei Darussalam.

He is an expert in many key areas of wealth planning such as creating second income, children education planning, 
business risk management planning, retirement planning, and financial health check. 

Currently, he is the vice president of Brunei Association of Japan Alumni (BAJA) since 2014 and vice chairman of 
Lun Bawang Football Club.

Dr Fadil Galawat has published a number of articles in various international journals in the field of resource 
economics. His current research interest is on financial education; key to achieve financial freedom.

Title of Presentation :
“BAJA & ASCOJA: Towards ASCOJA 50th year”

Dr. Fadil Galawat
Brunei Association of Japan Alumni (BAJA)
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Title of Presentation :
“BAJA & ASCOJA: Towards ASCOJA 50th year”

Abstract

The Brunei Association for Japan Alumni (BAJA) was founded in 1986 by the late Pg Setia Negara Pg Hj Yusof bin 
Pg Hj Abdul Rahim comprising of those whom had study in Japan. BAJA saw the celebration of its 30th year since 
formation last year 2016. It is one of the oldest association Brunei Darussalam and currently holds about 40 active 
members. Some of the major milestones for BAJA since its establishment were; BAJA being reinstated to ASEAN 
Council of Japan Alumni (ASCOJA) in the year 2012 and as a result were given three Asian Japan Alumni International 
(ASJA) – Ministry of Education, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) or in short ASJA-MEXT scholarship  yearly. 
Currently there are 7 Bruneian under ASJA-MEXT scholars studying in Japan. 

Apart from supporting Embassy of Japan on Japanese related activities, BAJA has been the local coordinator for 
two youth exchange programmes between Japan and ASEAN countries since 2015. The programmes are National 
Institution for Youth Education (NIYE) and Toshiba Youth Camp Asia Program (TYCA) conducted at Japan.

As the Chair of ASCOJA for the year 2017, BAJA would like to propose the following strategic plans for ASCOJA for 
the next 10 years: 

1. To align themes of ACOJA Conferences to ASEAN initiatives. This is to ensure that the plans shared between 
national leaders and government are also discuss and debated non-governmental levels. 

2. To invite and include others association and organization with similar objectives to take part in ASCOJA activities. 
This will broaden the scope and might lead to endless possibilities. 

3.  With the conference to be hosted yearly, it is proposed to have a more flexible conferences format to include 
various activities such as: ASCOJA strategic planning, ASCOJA Leaders forum, ASCOJA Youth forum, ASCOJA 
community’s development project or activities in the host countries and so forth. 

ASCOJA celebrate
40 years anniversary

(1977 - 2017)
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Profile

Dr. Ngov Penghuy is the Director and Designated Associate Professor at Cambodia Satellite Campus of the Asian 
Satellite Campuses Institute, Nagoya University. 

Dr. Penghuy started his professional career at Nagoya University as Assistant Professor in 2008 until his assignment 
to Cambodia for the current post in 2014. 

He obtained his MA and Ph.D. in the field of development economics from Nagoya University. 

His field of expertise includes foreign direct investment and economic development policies in developing countries, 
especially CLMV nations.

Title of Presentation :
“Enriching ASEAN-Japan Relations through Culture, 

Education, and Economy : Collaboration through Open 
International Migration Policies”

Dr. Ngov Penghuy
Japan  Alumni  of  Cambodia (JAC)
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Title of Presentation :
“Enriching ASEAN-Japan Relations through Culture, Education, and Economy : 

Collaboration through Open International Migration Policies”

Abstract

ASEAN is one of the fastest growing regions in the world. Equipped with young and vibrant labour force, through 
ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), ASEAN is becoming more integrated than ever before, realizing its ultimate 
objective of becoming “a single production base, a single investment destination”. Given the diversity of ASEAN in 
terms of cultural background, educational conditions, and stage of economic development, ASEAN is trying hard to 
establish her identity within this diversity. 

Japan and ASEAN share many cultural commonalities and are also having a very long relationship in various fields, 
including education and economic development. Japan has been a major provider of scholarship to ASEAN students 
since its early time. This have later proved to be very effective in terms of human resource development. For 
instances, in the case of Cambodia, Japan started to provide scholarships to Cambodian students since early 1990s 
soon after the country ended the civil war. Today, after almost 25 years, JAC has approximately 1,000 members. 
And it became clear that the stock of talented human resources has greatly contributed to the country’s economic 
development as well as strengthening the relationship between Cambodia and Japan in various fields, including 
education, culture, and economy. 

Today, ASEAN can have a mutually beneficial relationship with Japan in the field of international migration. This 
relationship is a complementary relationship for both parties. At presence, Japan is experiencing shortage of labour 
force; while many ASEAN countries are having abundant workforce with less employment opportunities. Japan’s 
receipt of international workforce from ASEAN countries can be an answer to the above problems facing the two. 
Although, there are many technical issues to be sorted out, it should of great importance that both parties seriously 
look into this possibility and take further actions to mutually benefits from this cooperation. 

ASCOJA celebrate
40 years anniversary

(1977 - 2017)
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Profile

Robby Kambey holds degree in Computer Studies from East Ham College, UK. (1980), MBA in Management from 
LPMI – Greenwich University (1994). Since 1981 Robby worked at PT. Arun LNG, an operating company of Pertamina 
(state owned company in oil and gas), Exxon Mobil US, and Japan Indonesia LNG Corporation (JILCO).

His first project assignment was Implementation of the Integrated Plant Maintenance System, and received a 
number of training and work assignment in Dallas US, besides training in Japan in Total Production Maintenance, 
Quality Management Program, Energy Conservation and other Energy related training. 

Currently he is in charge for Asset Management and Reliability at PT. Kreasindo Resources Indonesia (KRI), a 
holding company under Mining and Energy Foundation.  PT. KRI is the first company that initiated two private 
refinery projects currently under development in Indonesia. 

Robby is active in several organizations among many others, he has hold position as Chairman of Alumni of Japan 
Center of the International Cooperation for Computerization (CICC), General Secretary of AOTS Alumni, and Head 
of Public Relation and General Affairs, PERSADA.

Title of Presentation :
“Maintaining Alumni Relationship”

Mr. Robby Kambey
Association of Indonesian Alumni from Japan (PERSADA)
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Title of Presentation :
“Maintaining Alumni Relationship”

Abstract

The number of Indonesian students returning home after completing their studies in Japan increases by the 
years. However, maintaining relations and networking among these alumni proves to be difficult given the 
vastness of the country because they reside in cities and regions all over Indonesia.

The establishment of Persada chapters at several provinces across Indonesia plays significant roles in 
maintaining alumni relationship across generations.

This presentation discusses generations of Indonesian alumni from Japan, from pre-Indonesian independence 
era to present days; their contribution to Indonesia when studying in Japan; the establishment of Darma 
Persada University in Jakarta as a success story that unites all returned Japan alumni in Indonesia; and 
challenges in maintaining alumni relations.

ASCOJA celebrate
40 years anniversary

(1977 - 2017)
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Profile

Mr. Bounwathsana holds a Master of Business Administration in the year 2010 from International University of 
Japan.

Mr. Bounwathsana has more than 15 years of experiences of working in several positions in the area of project 
management, rural development in various organization namely World Bank project in Laos for four years, and 
currently German International Cooperation for four years.

Since 1990, Mr. Bounwathsana has worked in several organizations. After he graduated from Japan in 2010, he served 
as Project Manager of the Department of International Cooperation at the Ministry of Agriculture and Department 
of Planning and Investment in Laos where he was in charge of LUFSIP (Lao Upland Food Security Improvement 
Project) and in 2013, he was responsible for the successful implementation of all Khammouane Development Project 
(KDP) Component 1 and Component 3 procurement plan and activities, including administration and management 
support to project manager. 

Reporting to the KDP Project Director under the supervision of Project Coordination Section (PCS) of Component 1 
he was accountable for ensuring that all procurement activities of Component 1 and 3 are conducted in accordance 
with the procurement procedures agreed between the World Bank and the Government of Lao PDR in manner 
of economy, efficiency and transparency. Much later on he worked for the Land Management and Decentralized 
Planning Programme (LMDP) to manage the component indicators (investment) achievement according to project 
goals, team agreements and/or consultations with the component team leader. Supporting the program’s initiative, 
to provide professional advice and input to, and to cooperate with program’s components and counterparts esp. to 
DPI (Investment section) Innovation and knowledge management as well as transmission of innovation to the team 
and stakeholders, and Integration of results and experiences into team efforts and into all stakeholders 

He then served as a National Project Coordinator at the EU-SWITCH GREEN FREIGHT PROJECT Sustainable Freight 
Transport and Logistic in the Mekong Region in GIZ from 2016 to current.

Title of Presentation :
“Education in Laos and JAOL contribution society and to 
National Social Economic Development Plan 2016-2020”

Mr. Bounwathsana
Southammavong

Japan  Alumni  of  Laos  (JAOL)
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Title of Presentation :
“Education in Laos and JAOL contribution society and to National Social Economic 

Development Plan 2016-2020”

Abstract

VIII National Meeting has set 2 main strategies to lead the country out of under-development by 2020. At the 
same time, there needs to be a development within the human resources development that will meet regional 
and international standards to ensure socio-economic development of the people of Lao PDR. Over 20 years, the 
education has upgraded to both qualities and quantities to the international standards and equalities on access to 
education is spread wide throughout the nation. However, education in suburbs is one of challenges faced in terms 
of the quality. Education in Laos still mix up with families’ responsibilities of households’ income, teachers have to 
find extra work or provide few hours of education in order to be able to create more income to families. Education 
reform need to have cooperation and collaboration from both public and private sector, roles and responsibilities 
of teachers shall be upgraded to meet the international standard. Within the next 5 to 10 years, Lao society shall 
be developed in terms of education, skills and knowledge, capacity of self-development, as well as development 
in physical and mental health.  In collaboration and support with both grant aid and loan from international 
Government 2nd strategy on education from 2010-2015 stated to develop education system, capacity development 
and higher education to university level completed by 2012. More scholarships have been provide annually to 
further study within ASEAN communities and in the world.

ASCOJA celebrate
40 years anniversary

(1977 - 2017)
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Profile

Dr. OOI CK is a man of multidisciplinary expertise, birth out of his innate sense of curiosity and adventure. He is 
known for his expertise in various areas, such as Information Technology, Manufacturing Engineering, Cyber Law 
and Language Studies in both the academic circle and working career. 

Dr. Ooi is a Yoneyama Rotary Scholar and a graduate of Shenshu University, Japan and a holder of a master’s 
degree from the University of South Australia. He later obtained his Ph.D. degree from University Putra Malaysia 
and furthered his studies with a post Ph.D. research at the University of Tokyo. 

Dr. Ooi was appointed as one of the Industry Advisory Panels for University Technology Petronas from 2007 until 
2011 and was a part-time lecturer at University Putra Malaysia and University Technology Petronas. 

Currently as an adjunct professor at the Management and Science University, Dr. Ooi recently embarked on his 
new research topic on the highly effective method of teaching the English language to children in the EFL (English 
as a Foreign language) environment. His Four Steps Learning Progression approach resulted in positive outcomes 
in a matter of months with young children being able to confidently speak English with good pronunciation. The 
program has also helped children develop and enhance their reading and writing skills. Currently, over a hundred 
teachers in many countries have been trained to use this program with remarkable effectiveness and success.

Title of Presentation :
“The JAPAN GRADUATES’ ASSOCIATION OF MALAYSIA 
(JAGAM) and its role in promoting trade and economy”

Dr. Ooi Chee Keong
Japan  Graduates’  Association  of  Malaysia  (JAGAM)



79

Title of Presentation :
“The JAPAN GRADUATES’ ASSOCIATION OF MALAYSIA (JAGAM) and its role in promoting 

trade and economy”

Abstract

The JAPAN GRADUATES’ ASSOCIATION OF MALAYSIA (JAGAM) was conceived in 1970 and the first Executive 
Committee of JAGAM was elected in 1972. JAGAM was registered with the Malaysian Registrar of Society (ROS) on 
the 9th of January 1973. Since then, JAGAM has played its role in promoting the Malaysian and Japanese friendship 
and cultural understanding by organizing many events such as the yearly Bon Odori event, Japanese Karaoke 
competition, dinner and Japanese cultural dance, Kimono Fashion show, and outings to foster friendship between 
the Japanese people and JAGAM members. Other than that, JAGAM organizes the Japan Education Fair annually 
to encourage more Malaysian students to study in Japan. We believe that the ASCOJA member countries should 
also extend their activities beyond the friendship and cultural level to promoting our member country’s trade and 
economy in the concept of ‘Ten + One.”

ASCOJA celebrate
40 years anniversary

(1977 - 2017)
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Profile

Dr. Hla Myat Mon holds an M.B.,B.S degree (1986) from Institute of Medicine (1), Yangon, a D.T.M&H diploma 
(1990) from Mahidol University and a Ph.D. in Medical Science (2000) from Nagasaki University, School of Medicine, 
Japan.

Dr. Hla Myat Mon has worked in several positions in the area of research and teaching notably as a Visiting Professor 
at the Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and Technology, Myanmar (2000 -2013). She also served 
as an Advisor to Ministry of Science and Technology (2002-2004). 

Since 1987, Dr. Hla Myat Mon has worked in some organizations. From 1987 to 1991 she served as Research 
Medical Officer appointed by Department of Medical Research, Ministry of Health for malaria research project in 
Defense Services Medical Corp. She then served as an Editorial Secretary for Internal Medicine Textbook Publication 
Committee at Myanmar Medical Association from 1992 to 1995. 

In the middle of 2014, she started to join the Project for Curriculum Reform at Primary Level of Basic Education in 
Myanmar, a joint project between the Ministry of Education and JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency) as 
a Science Curriculum Officer and is working there until now. 

Dr. Hla Myat Mon has published journal articles in the field of medical research and also published and co-edited 
medical textbook.

Title of Presentation :
“Enrichment of relationship between Myanmar and 

Japan through Culture, Education and Economy”

Dr. Hla Myat Mon
Myanmar Association of Japan Alumni (MAJA)
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Title of Presentation :
“Enrichment of relationship between Myanmar and Japan through Culture, Education and 

Economy”

Abstract

Relationship with Japan is essential for ASEAN countries including Myanmar. Myanmar Association of Japan 
Alumni (MAJA) takes part in enrichment of relationship between Myanmar and Japan in significant role apart from 
government sector of Japan and private sector. MAJA has been established comprehensively in 2001 with the 
objectives including promotion of the relationship with ASCOJA and ASJA in the fields of education, culture and 
economy. Assistance in education sector is one of the significant supports by Japan in Myanmar. Japan supports the 
improvement of basic education aiming for the completion of primary education as well as the enrichment of quality 
education in Myanmar. Japan also supports the improvement of higher education to strengthen the human resource 
development. Cultural exchange programs as well as strengthening enhancement of cultural sector between Japan 
and Myanmar through MAJA, have also been carried out. Japanese economic assistance to Myanmar began in 
the form of war reparation in 1955. MAJA would like to continue cooperation with ASCOJA and ASJA and to fully 
participate in their activities including those of cultural, educational and economic sectors in the coming century.

ASCOJA celebrate
40 years anniversary

(1977 - 2017)
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Profile

Mr. Philip B. Sanvictores graduated from the Ateneo de Manila University in 1979 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Communication Arts.  He undertook an intensive Japanese Language course at the Kokusai Gakuyu Kai 国際学友会 

in Tokyo from 1981 to 1982.  Aided by his Nihongo proficiency, he engaged in joint venture businesses with several 
Japanese partners in the fields of ICT systems integration, machine tools distribution, software development and 
digital lifestyle platforms.  

Mr. Sanvictores is an active member of the Philippines-Japan Society and the Philippines-Japan Friendship 
Foundation, Inc.; a trustee of both the Philippines-Japan Economic Cooperation Committee (PHILJEC) and the 
Philippine Federation of Japan Alumni (PHILFEJA).  In 2014, Mr. Sanvictores assumed the positions of his Senpai, 
Mr. Benjie Laurel, who was concurrently President of PHILFEJA, Chairman of ASCOJA and ASJA International.  In 
2015, as PHILFEJA President, Mr. Sanvictores chaired the 21st ASCOJA Conference held in Manila.

Mr. Sanvictores is the President of the Nihongo Center Foundation and the Philippine Institute of Japanese Language 
& Culture – two non-profit institutions in Manila dedicated to teaching Nihongo to Filipinos who aspire to study in 
Japan or who are pursuing careers with Japanese organizations. 

Title of Presentation :
“40 Years of PHILFEJA and ASCOJA - Looking Back and 

Looking Forward”

Mr. Philip B. Sanvictores
Philippine Federation for Japan Alumni (PHILFEJA)
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Title of Presentation :
“40 Years of PHILFEJA and ASCOJA - Looking Back and Looking Forward”

Abstract

Established in 1976, the Philippine Federation of Japan Alumni (PHILFEJA) is composed of five (5) chapter 
associations of former students, trainees and residents in Japan.  Originally initiated by the fabled wartime Filipino 
Nanpo Tokubetsu Ryugakusei 南方特別留学生, PHILFEJA led the initiative to organize the ASEAN Council of Japan 
Alumni (ASCOJA) in 1977.  

PHILFEJA supports the various activities of its member associations and spearheads Filipino former ryugakusei 留
学生 participation in projects and programs of ASCOJA, ASJA International, National Institute for Youth Exchange 
(NIYE), Toshiba Youth Club Asia (TYCA), Embassy of Japan in the Philippines and Japan Foundation Manila.  
PHILFEJA has hosted five ASCOJA Conferences in Manila: in 1977, 1981, 1991, 2001 and 2015.

PHILFEJA also works closely with organizations affiliated with the Philippines-Japan Society, mainly the Philippines-
Japan Economic Cooperation Committee (PHILJEC), the Philippines-Japan Friendship Foundation (PJFF) and its 
two Japanese language schools: the Philippine Institute of Japanese Language & Culture and the Nihongo Center 
Foundation.

Even as ASCOJA should continue with its time-honored traditions, PHILFEJA proposes a forward-looking advocacy 
for ASCOJA in the next 10 years and beyond - “… to pave the way for future generations of ASEAN Ryugakusei.”

Specifically, ASCOJA can consider activities / programs that will – 

• Increase intra-ASEAN cultural, social people-to-people exchanges 
* ASEAN Symposia Series 
* ASCOJA Youth Conference

• Organize Japanese Student tours of ASEAN countries; example: for the Philippines, PHILFEJA can host visiting 
groups – 
* Summer Beach Tours
* Mountain Province Treks
* Christmas Festivals

• Organize Tours for Former Ryugakusei of Japan’s Prefectures 
• Support digital portals for intraregional communication
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Profile

Ms Leei Wong is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of New England, Australia focusing on research in Education 
and language studies. She also possess a Master in Arts from the same University.

Ms Wong obtained the Singapore Nanyang Technological University-National Institute of Education local merit 
Teaching-scholarship for her Post-graduate Diploma in Education. She was also a Monbukagakusho (MEXT)-cum-
Singapore Public Service Commission (PSC) scholarship holder. She obtained a Bachelor of Arts (Language and Area 
Studies) from the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies and was conferred a Second Upper Honours degree by the 
Singapore Public Service Commission (PSC).

Ms Wong was bonded to the Singapore government and she served at the Singapore Ministry of Education Language 
Centre (MOELC). During her service there, she has taught the Singapore-Cambridge ‘O’ Level state Japanese 
language examination syllabus and she has also been the State oral examiner and invigilator for the Singapore-
Cambridge ‘O’, ‘AO’ and ‘A’ Level Japanese language examinations. Ms Leei Wong was also involved in other areas 
such as overseas immersion programs where she brought students travelling around Tokyo and Kyoto as well as 
home-stay in Hamamatsu. On top of that, Ms Leei Wong was also involved in organizing activities such as the local 
immersion programs with the Japanese school and numerous other educational-cultural activities.

Ms Wong has worked in several positions in the area of education, notably as a curriculum developer in an Australia 
higher education institution in the areas of Education, Chinese and Japanese studies. She has written units for the 
Master of Education and she has developed more than 20 courses in the area of Chinese and Japanese studies 
and accredited by the Australian Tertiary Education Quality Standards Agency (TEQSA). She is currently working on 
developing more courses for the Master of Teaching and Master of Education programs.

Besides the development of curriculum at the tertiary education institution, Ms Wong is also currently a lecturer in 
the Humanities and Social Studies Faculty lecturing Japanese and Chinese studies programs.

Title of Presentation :
“Enriching ASEAN-Japan Relations through Education 

The role of The Japanese University Graduates 
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Ms. Leei Wong
Japanese University Graduates Association of Singapore (JUGAS)
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Profile

Ms Pauline Lue holds a Master in Education (2009) from Monash University, a Post-Graduate Diploma in Education 
(Secondary) (2001) from the National Institute of Education (NIE) Singapore, and a Bachelor of Arts (Japanese 
Language and Literature) (2000) from the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. Ms Lue was a Monbukagakusho 
(MEXT)-cum-Singapore Public Service Commission (PSC) scholarship holder from 1995-2000.   

Ms Lue has worked in the area of Japanese Language education at Ministry of Education Language Centre from 
2001 to 2009. Since 2009, she has been working for the Singapore government at the Public Service Division, Prime 
Minister’s Office. She has taken on various policy portfolios in the areas of scholarships and leadership development. 
She currently works on the career management of officers on talent development programmes. 

At the sidelines, Ms Lue works actively with Embassy of Japan in Singapore to promote educational exchange 
between the two countries. From 2007 to 2009, Ms Lue served as a study counsellor to provide study-related advice 
to prospective students enrolling at Japanese educational institutions. She was also a member of the interview 
selection panel for the Monbukagakusho (MEXT) scholarship.    

Currently, she is a member of the interview selection panel for the Japan Education and Teaching (JET) Programme, 
which aims at promoting international exchange between Japan and Singapore through teaching and international 
relations. 

Title of Presentation :
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Title of Presentation :
“Enriching ASEAN-Japan Relations through Education The role of The Japanese University 

Graduates Association of Singapore (JUGAS)”

Abstract

ASEAN-Japan firm ties are evident as we commemorate the 40th anniversary of the “Fukuda doctrine”. The Doctrine 
remains relevant as it orients Japan’s foreign policy towards ASEAN, particularly the “Heart-to Heart” relationship.

Japan and ASEAN have always placed emphasis on mutual cooperation in the Socio-cultural, Education, economics 
and political security arenas. To quote H.E. Ambassador Kenji Shinoda’s (Ambassador of Japan to Singapore) words 
----“the relationship between Japan and ASEAN is no longer just confined to inter-governmental affairs, but has also 
expanded to business, culture and personal relations”.

This ASCOJA conference aims to explore potential areas for further collaboration among ASEAN and Japan from 
the non-government organisations. The presentation will focus on how The Japanese University Graduates 
Association of Singapore (JUGAS) plays an active role in the promotion of educational exchange and its strategic 
plans in partnering ASCOJA/Japan in the next 10 years.

First, we will have an overview of the history and background of JUGAS. Then, we will focus on the various 
Singapore-Japan educational exchange initiatives facilitated by JUGAS. These include the launch of the JUGAS/
Nagoya University Scholarship Global 30 Initiative (G30) program in October 2011, as well as JUGAS/The University 
of Tokyo Supplementary Scholarship in October 2012 under the “JUGAS Education and Cultural Exchange 
Fund” which was launched as part of JUGAS’ 40th Anniversary in 2010. 

The presentation will then move on to discuss the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) programme which aims at 
increasing mutual understanding between the people of Japan and other nations. The presentation will highlight 
JET alumni members who have successfully returned from their tour-of-duty as Assistant Language Teachers or 
Coordinators for International Relations.   

In the final section, we will present JUGAS’ vision for educational exchange with Japan in the next decade.
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Profile

Dr.Samran Chooduangngern is an economist by training. He was a former Japanese government scholarship 
student from Thailand who spent some 10 years studying in Japan. He was a graduate from Oita University (B.A. 
level) in 1975 and Hitotsubashi University (Master and Doctorate levels) in 1980. After returning to homeland, he 
was recruited and, started working immediately with the Interim Mekong Committee (IMC, known today as the 
Mekong River Commission or, MRC), an inter-governmental organization supported initially by the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP). His professional career included some 21 years of working with this IMC/MR and 
another 12 years, as an executive and senior economist, with TEAM Co., -one of the biggest and leading consulting 
firms in Thailand-. His strength has been in the fields of planning and management of development projects 
implemented under the context of the Mekong cooperation framework.

On civic activities, since early 1980s, Dr Samran has also a long record of involvements with several associations 
related to former Thai and ASEAN students in Japan including particularly the Japanese Government Scholarship 
Alumni (JGSA), the Old Japan Students Association, Thailand (OJSAT), ASCOJA and ASJA International. He used 
to be President of OJSAT in 2012 and 2016, and concurrently as ASCOJA Governor representing OJSAT Chapter 
and ASJA Director for Thailand. Specifically in 2015/16, he became Chairman of ASJA International. At present, 
Dr Samran still serves as an Advisor to OJSAT and President of the Japanese Government Scholarship Alumni 
Foundation in Thailand.

Title of Presentation :
“OJSAT & ASCOJA in commemorating the 40th 

anniversary of ASCOJA”

Dr. Samran Chooduangngern
Old Japan Students’ Association, Kingdom of Thailand (OJSAT)
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Title of Presentation :
“OJSAT & ASCOJA in commemorating the 40th anniversary of ASCOJA”

Abstract

The Old Japan Students’ Association in Thailand (OJSAT) has been in operation for more than 25 years when it joined 
hands with PERSADA, PHILFEJA, JAGAM and JUGAS in initiating establishment of ASCOJA in 1976-1977. At the early 
stage, supports from Japanese leaders, particularly from H.E. Mr Takeo Fukuda, were specifically noted. ASCOJA 
was established for the good sake, mutual benefits of all ASCOJANs including their respective 後輩 for generations to 
come. The establishment was seen also a catalyst that helped open up a new era of internationalization for OJSAT. 
In commemorating the 40th anniversary of ASCOJA, Dr. Samran recalled various names of 先輩 and 大先輩 from 
those founding member-chapters whose wisdom and collective leadership had made the establishment possible. 
Against the background, roles and contributions of OJSAT towards the development of ASCOJA were reviewed and 
assessed. Among others, previous projects and activities related to scholarships, exchange programmes, Japanese 
teaching and education and cultural exchanges that were implemented in collaborations with the counterpart 
organizations in Japan, namely, JASCAA in the past and ASJA today, were cited as commendable and successful 
ones. OJSAT has been involving actively and continuously in ASCOJA projects/activities of these nature.  

ASCOJA is considered a “bridge of friendship” for not only the ASCOJANs but also between the ASCOJANs and the 
Japanese people in general. To enrich further the relations between ASEAN and Japan in a broader context and in 
the coming years (following the Theme of the present 23rd ASCOJA Conference), in addition to any new activity 
that could be suggested by other Chapters, it is proposed that ASCOJA continues to play even a greater role by 
replicating and expanding implementation of the discussed meaningful projects/activities with full participation of 
all its current 10 member-chapters.  Strengthening relationships with ASJA is seen also as valuable asset to ASCOJA 
in ensuring continued successes.
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Profile

Dr. Phan Trung Nghia is currently doctor and Director of Center for Rubber Science and Technology, Hanoi University 
of Science and Technology. He received his Ph.D. degree in chemical engineering from Nagaoka University of 
Technology, JAPAN, and has worked at Hanoi University of Science and Technology.  

In addition, he serves as a member of The Japan Society of Polymer Processing, JSPP - Japan and as an International 
Executive Committee Member of ASEAN Workshop on Polymer Processing, (AWPP) and International Executive 
Committee Member of International Seminar on Elastomer, (ISE). He is also the Head of Rubber Division, Chemical 
Society of Vietnam (CSV), Vietnam

Dr Phan Trung Nghia joined Japan Alumni of Vietnam since 2004, and has actively organized many activities 
for the exchange of ideas among members through conferences, gatherings, seminars, to promote the mutual 
understandings, friendship and diplomatic relation between Vietnam and Japan.

Dr. Phan Trung Nghia is also a Visiting Associate Professor to Nagaoka University of Technology, JAPAN and serves 
in a number of peer-reviewed journals.

Title of Presentation :
“The role of Japan Alumni of Vietnam to bridge people 
and exchange opportunities for professionals between 
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Title of Presentation :
“The role of Japan Alumni of Vietnam to  bridge people and exchange opportunities for 

professionals between Japan and Vietnam”

Abstract

Japan Alumni of Vietnam (JAV) was established on May 19, 2001. JAV is a member organization of the Vietnam-
Japan Friendship Association with the first English name is Vietnam Association of Japan Alumni (VAJA), and 
Japanese name is ベトナム元日本留学生協会. As a non-profit organization officially established by the government 
of Vietnam, JAV’s activities are carried out for the purposes of:

• Supporting the gathering, coordination, cooperation and interchange of ideas among regional alumni and 
former researchers in Japan.

• Creating opportunities for the exchange of ideas among members through conferences, gatherings, seminars 
and other training & researching activities.

• Bolstering the mutual understanding among JAV member and Japanese citizens currently living, studying and 
working in Vietnam.

• Advocating collaborative training, human resource development and several humanitarian activities and maintain 
the relationship with other members of ASEAN Council of Japan Alumni. 

• Promoting the mutual understandings, friendship and diplomatic relation between Vietnam and Japan.

Despite different backgrounds of members, there is still a strong connection between us as we share the same 
ASEAN house and the experience in Japan. JAV is President of ASCOJA in the term 2011-2013 and President of 
ASCOJA 20 Conference in Hanoi on September 6th -9th, 2013 on the occasion of the 40-year-ASEAN-Japan relations 
and the 40-years-Vietnam Japan diplomatic relations. JAV organized a very successful conference ASCOJA 2012 in 
Hanoi on August 8th, 2012 on the occasion of the 45-year ASEAN anniversary and 35-year-ASCOJA anniversary, 
preparing actively for ASCOJA-20 Conference, etc.

Recently, JAV’s activities focus on enhancing the exchange of ideas among members and organizing professional 
symposiums such as JASE 2015- the very first specialist seminars on Education supported by Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Japan through ASJA international. Education is an essential means to provide knowledge to bridge people 
from different nations and races, it’s prior to provide official information about countries’ education system and 
exchange opportunities for professionals. With the great success of that symposium, Japan Alumni of Vietnam plans 
to conduct more and more activities to contribute to the educational environment of ASEAN and Japan. 

Besides, JAV extends support activities to alumni and young Vietnamese through cooperating with Japanese 
partners on internship programs and organizing activities such as annual JOB FAIR. JAV has strong cooperation 
with JASSO and planned to take initiative with JASSO to organize activities supporting overseas students. JAV has 
cooperated and kept close relations with Vietnamese government agencies, trusted and supported by the Ministry 
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Profile

Professor Hayakawa holds a B.A. in Mathematics and Economics, 1970 and Ph.D. in Economics, 1974. Born in Japan 
and educated in US for higher learning. While in high school, Prof. Hayakawa was selected as an AFS student to the 
United States. This gave him a firsthand chance of living and learning in US, which eventually led to his educational 
career there. With a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Michigan, he taught mainly at University of Georgia, 
where he was promoted to the rank of full professorship and his teaching service was recognized by the Emil S. 
Troelston Distinguished Teaching Award.

Later, Professor moved to Japan, and continued his teaching and research at a number of places including Tsukuba 
University, Kyoto University, Ritsumeikan University, and Chuo University. Now he is serving University Brunei 
Darussalam (UBD), a remarkable place with a great future, as professor of economics. His research has been in the 
field of economic theory (both micro and macro), monetary economics, applied game theory, institutional economics, 
economics and sociology, economics and psychology, and economics and philosophy, with output published in such 
journals as Journal of Political Economy, Journal of Economic Theory, Journal of Monetary Economics, Journal 
of Economic Dynamics and Control, Journal of Macroeconomics, Economics Letters, Japanese Economic Review, 
Eurasian Economic Review, Journal of Reviews on Global Economics, Journal of Economics and Political Economy, 
and Journal of Economic and Social Thought. 

Along with his interest in theory, Professor have maintained a strong interest in multi-disciplinary approaches to 
understand human behavior. Today, his interest ranges from the rationality of expressive behavior of institutionalized 
dispositions, the rent seeking and its cumulative impact on growth potential, dualities in the third world (particularly, 
with respect to human capital), the ethical and moral principles in decision making, and the phenomenology of 
human existence and temporality.

Title of Presentation :
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Innovation and Strategic Complementarities”
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Title of Presentation :
“Deepening ASEAN-Japan Relations in Culture, Education, and Economy: Technological 

Innovation and Strategic Complementarities”

Abstract

How can the ASEAN-Japan relations be deepened to promote economic growth while the cultural identity of the 
members is kept intact? This conference, focused on the ASEAN-Japan relations through culture, education, and 
economy, seizes an opportune time to renew our commitment to this goal. Deepening of such relations, however, 
requires that we understand how the ASEAN-Japan relations can in fact be facilitated. The key to this understanding 
lies in the principle of strategic complementarities that connect the activities of the constituent members at all levels. 
Because technological innovations are the source of wealth creation, this facilitation must start with technological 
innovations. Foreign direct investment, under globalization, has served and will continue to serve as a powerful 
facilitator of technology transfer from developed to less developed countries. The transferred technology to this 
region raises the productivities of labor, giving people powerful incentives to receive education and accumulate 
human capital and to improve their health status to appropriate the higher productivities. The rising demand 
for education will lead to competition to supply better education across the region, raising thereby the quality of 
education at all levels.

The impact of this chain reaction will be multiplied if the cost and the opportunity of receiving education is equalized 
across all people and if discriminatory practices in the labor market are eliminated. Good health and medical 
insurance is needed to meet people’s demand for better health, and the entire region benefits from healthy labor. 
Otherwise, the inequity of income and wealth distribution as well as the dualities between the educated and the 
uneducated and between the healthy and unhealthy would persist, making integration of the region a slow process. 
The impact does not stop at material integration. Education, if extended to all people, brings a new awareness on 
the cultural heritage of one’s belonging and identity, and this awareness strengthens the ASEAN-Japan relations 
enriched by cultural diversity.
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