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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
Area: 5,765 sq km 
Climate: Hot, Humid, Rainy 
Terrain: flat coastal plain rises to mountains in east; hilly lowland in west 
Natural Resources: Petroleum, Natural Gas, Timber 
Land Use: Agriculture 2.5%, Forest 71.8%, Other 25.7% 
Natural Hazards / Current Environment Issues: Flooding during prolonged, heavy rains, 
seasonal smoke/haze from forest fires in Indonesia 
 

DEMOGRAPHIC 
Population: 436,620 (July 2016 est.) 
Ethnic Groups: Malay 65.7%, Chinese 10.3%, other indigenous 3.4%, other 20.6% 
Languages: Malay (official), English, Chinese dialects 
Religions: Muslim (official) 78.8%, Christian 8.7%, Buddhist 7.8%, other (includes indigenous 
beliefs) 4.7% 
Literacy (over 15 years can read and write): 96% 
School Life Expectancy: 15 years 
 

ECONOMY 
Note: All figures are in US dollars. 
GDP: $11.40 billion (2016 est.) 
GDP per capita: $31,431 
GDP composition by sector origin: agriculture 1.1%, industry 60.4%, services 38.5% (2016 
est.) 
Agriculture products: rice, vegetables, fruits; chickens, water buffalo, cattle, goats, eggs 
Industries: petroleum, petroleum refining, liquefied natural gas, construction, agriculture, 
transportation 
Exports – commodities: mineral fuels, organic chemicals 
Exports – partners: Japan 36.1%, South Korea 14.9%, Thailand 10.9%, India 9.3%, NZ 5.6%, 
Australia 5% (2015) 
Imports – commodities: machinery and mechanical appliance parts, mineral fuels, motor 
vehicles, electric machinery 
Imports – partners: Singapore 27.9%, China 25.3%, Malaysia 12.3%, UK 10.6%, South Korea 
4.9% (2015) 
 

  



WEATHER FORECAST 
 

 
Source: www.accuweather.com 
 
 

  

http://www.accuweather.com/


ELECTRICITY 
 
In Brunei the power sockets are of type G (British origin).  
 
The standard voltage is 240 V and the standard frequency is 50 Hz.  
 
You can use your electric appliances in Brunei, if the standard voltage in your country is in 
between 220 - 240 V (as is in the UK, Europe, Australia and most of Asia and Africa). 
Manufacturers take these small deviations into account. If the standard voltage in your 
country is in the range of 100 V - 127 V (as is in the US, Canada and most South American 
countries), you need a voltage converter in Brunei. 
 

 
 

  



CURRENCY 
 

LEGAL TENDER: BRUNEI DOLLARS 
 
Brunei uses Brunei Dollars, which is often shown as BND, B$ or just $. Brunei has issued 
polymer notes since 1996 and the majority in circulation are polymer notes. 
 
The denominations include: 
Notes: 1, 5, 10, 50, 100, 500, 1,000 and 10,000 
Coins: 1, 5, 10, 20, 100 
 
*note, there are also 20 and 25 dollar commemorative issue notes that may also be in 
circulation. 
 

 



 
 

CUSTOMARY TENDER: SINGAPORE DOLLARS 
 
Singapore dollars are also customary tender in Brunei. The Currency Interchangeability 
Agreement between Brunei and Singapore set up since 1967 allows this currency to be used 
at par, i.e. $1 to $1. 
 
Any store in Brunei may customarily receive/do business with all Singaporean dollar notes. 
The Singapore 1, 5, 10, 20 and 50 cent coins may also be used. 
 
The Singapore $1 dollar coin is not customarily used by stores in Brunei so travellers are 
advised to take note that these may not be accepted. 
 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
 
Travellers should take note that US Dollar notes older than the 2006 series may not be 
accepted by the licensed money changers. 
 
ATMs are largely available and many have Plus or Cirrus logos. 

  



ESSENTIAL INFO 
 

FRIDAY MANDATORY CLOSING TIME 
 
Travellers are asked to take note that on Fridays, all businesses are required by law to cease 
for 2 hours between 12 noon and 2 pm. This includes restaurants, banks and money 
changers. Some hotels may offer room service during this period. 
 

TRAVELLER’S DO’S AND DON’TS 
 

 ALCOHOL: Consumption of alcohol in public is prohibited. However travellers are 
allowed to bring up to 2 bottles equivalent to 2 litres of liquor or 12 cans of beer for 
private consumption. This must be declared at Customs upon arrival. 

 CUSTOMS: Travellers may bring the following for personal use: 
o Cigarettes, up to 200 sticks (B$0.25 tax is applied for each additional stick) 
o Tobacco, up to 60g 
o Perfume, up to 60ml 
o Eau de Toilette, up to 250ml 

 SMOKING: Smoking inside buildings and within government property is prohibited.  
 

 DRUGS: The carrying and possession of contraband items such as drugs is strictly 
prohibited and is considered a serious offence in the country, and is punishable by 
death. 

 

  



PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 
 
Public transportation in Brunei is relatively scarce and taxis can be expensive. 
 
The below image is the official information circular from the Land Transport Department. 

 


